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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


FCC  backs  down  in  license  controversy 


united  for  religious  free-  "While  this  threat  to  reti- 
l,"  said  Robot  E.  Reccord,  gious  liberty  has  now  passed,  it 
of  the  North  does  not  mean  we  can  let  down 
Mission  Board  our  guard,"  said  Singer,  a  trial 
(NAMB),  of  the  4-1  vote  by  FCC  attorney  who  practiced  corn- 
commissioners.  m unications  law  before  coming 

NAMB  is  charged  with  most  to  NAMB.  "This  entire  incident 
of  the  broadcast  responsibilities  should  serve  to  remind  us 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  again  that 'the  price  of  liberty  is 
Convention.  ^  eternal  vigilance.'" 

"We  rejoice  with  and  are  '  A  Cornerstone  spokesman 
thankful  for  all  those  with  told  Baptist  Press  Jan.  31  that  it 

will  stand  by  an  earlier  decision 
to  abandon  the  effort  in  the  face 
of  tiie  FCC's  ruling. 

The  North  American  Mission  "We  feel  that  when  the  FCC 
Board's  FamilyNet  subsidiary  released  the  additional  guid- 
filed  a  "Petition  for  ance  on  Dec.  29  that  it  revealed 

>  a  lot  about  the  disposition  of  the 
hours  before  the  announcement  commissioners  toward  religious 
of  tiie  reversal  on  Jan.  28.  Others  broadcasters  on  noncommercial 
who  joined  in  filing  thepetition  channels.  And  because  of  that, 
included  Channel  38  Christian  we  feel  like  the  rules  have  now 
Television,  a  FamilyNet  affiliate  changed,"  said  Mark  Dreistadt, 
in  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  several  vice  president  of  administration 
church  broadcast  ministries  —  and  finance  for  Cornerstone. 

two  former  "We  are  thankful  that  the 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP  and  U.S.  House  of  Representatives, 
local  reports)  —  The  Federal  The  first-term  representative 
Communication  Commission  said  he  has  received  well  over  president 
(FCC)  —  in  the  face  of  massive  100  letters  from  constituents  American 
public  outcry  that  included  the  concerned  with  the  FCC  order 
voices  of  two  Mississippi  Slows  alleged  that  the  FCC 
Congressmen  —  has  reversed  a  action  was  taken  while 
portion  of  a  Dec.  29  ruling  on  Congress  was  "safely  out  of 
what  constitutes  permissible  session,"  and  without  the  bene- 
programming  under  a  noncom-  fit  of  public  comment, 
mercial  educational  television  Chip  Pickering,  Mississippi's 
broadcasting  license.  third  district  Congressman, 

The  contested  —  and  plans  to  co-sponsor  a  bill  in  tiie 
reversed  —  portion  of  the  Dec.  House  that  would  nullify 
29  ruling  introduced  a  qualifi-  attempts  to  implement  the  tion, 
cation  that  half  of  the  program-  "Additional  Guidance"  section 
ming  of  noncommercial  educa-  of  FCC  Order  99-393,  which  con- 
tional  licensees  must  "primari-  tains  the  controversial  action, 
ly  serve  an  educational,  ins  true-  "This  was  arrogant  overreach  Reconsideration"  less  than  two 

tional,  or  cultural  purpose"  in  by  tiie  FCC.  We  cannot  afford  to 
the  station's  community.  let  this  ruling  stand.  There  is-no 

The  required  50%  could  place  for  the  government  to 
include  some  forms  of  "teaching  place  value  on  religious  expres- 
of  matters  related  to  religion  sion,"  Pickering  said, 
such  as  "studying  religious  texts  Constituents  can  contact 
form  a  historical  or  literary  per-  their  U.S.  representatives  and 

arronrijng  to  the  FCC  senators  by  calling  the  U.S.  inch* 
ruling.  It  would  exclude  "pro-  Capitol  at  (202)  224-3121  or  by  SBC  | 
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gramming  primarily  devoted  to  getting  contact  information  via  Rogers  and  Ed  Young,  and  two 
religious  exhortation,  prosely-  tiie  Internet  at  www.house.gov  other  leading  pastors,  James 
tizing,  or  statements  of  person-  and  www.senate.gov.  Merritt,  and  Ronnie  Floyd, 

ally-held  religious  views."  The  FCC's  telephone  num-  Randy  Singer,  NAMB's 
Church  services  "generally  will  ber  at  its  consumer  center  is  executive  vice  president,  called 
not  qualify"  under  the  standard,  (888)  225-5322;  the  agency's  the  reversal  a  "victory  for  the 
the  original  ruling  stated.  address  is  445  12th  St.  S.W.,  tittle  guys  —  the  noncommer- 

In  the  reversal,  the  FCC  said  Washington,  DC  20554;  and  the  cial  stations  just  trying  to 
that  while  attempting  to  "clarify  e-mail  address  of  FCC  chair-  broadcast  God's  Word  through 
what  constitutes  noixommer-  man  William  Kennard  is  bken-  television  ministries  reaching 
cial  educational  programming,  nard@fcc.gov.  their  communities, 

we  offered  additions  guidance  The  original  case 

broadly,  and  attempted  to  apply  involve  d  i  |  ^  ypy  t  O’ 

that  guidance  to  specific  cases  Cornerstone  f>  C,-  *  l- 1  / 1-  1  !4- 1 1  f-  i  i 

involving  religious  program-  Television,  an  inde-  H 
ming.  Regrettably,  it  has  become  nendently  owned 

clear  that  our  actions  have  creat-  KimilyNet  affiliate  ■k' 


What's  in  the 
Record 


public  television 
Broadcaster  in 
Pittsburgh  which 
held  two  such 
licenses.  The  com¬ 
mercial  license,  in 
turn,  then  would 
have  been  sold  to  a 
le  subsidiaty  of 
*1  Paxson  Comm  uni¬ 
ts  cations  Corp. 
i-  "The  FCC  rever- 
y  sal  on  this  critical 
e-  First  Amendment 
issue  on  Friday  was 
the  result  of  God's 

_ r  m  e-  providential  grace 

sents  the  Fourth  Congressional  and  the  Christian 
District  of  Mississippi  in  the  community  stand- 
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Facing  up  to  a  'difficult  moral  issue 

drinking.  |— - "  s  i 


Mike  Pride  is  haunted  still  by  the  of  teen  drinking, 
photograph,  even  though  it's  been  Therefore,  there  are 
three  years  since  he  first  saw  it.  plenty  of  haunting  pic- 
"It  was  a  picture  of  a  mother's  anguish  tures  and  grieving 
as  she  laid  her  hands  on  the  casket  of  her  families  —  and  like 
17-vear-old  daughter,"  recalled  the  editor  New  Hampshire,  the 
of  tne  Concord  (N.H.)  Monitor,  in  an  article  subject  is  virtually  off- 
for  the  February  issue  of  the  magazine  limits  because  alcohol 
Brill's  Content.  is  such  a  "difficult 

"She  seemed  at  once  to  need  the  support  moral  issue." 
of  the  casket  to  keep  from  collapsing  and  to  If  people  died  on 
be  pulling  away  from  the  daughter  she  amusement  park  rides 
could  no  longer  touch.  The  woman's  name  at  the  rate  teenagers 
was  Ginger  Blanchard.  Her  daughter's  are  dying  from  alcohol 

I  name  was  Brooke.  Brooke  died  when  abuse,  there  would  be 
the  driver  of  the  car  she  was  riding  in  an  outcry.  If  a  packed 
lost  control  at  high  speed.  The  driver  football  stadium  col- 
was  a  juvenile  so  there  was  no  public  lapsed  and  killed  as 
recora  of  the  boy's  blood-alcohol  many  young  people  as 
level,  but  Blanchard  believes  he  had  alconol,  there  would 
been  drinking."  Pride  said.  be  action  taken 

It  was  with  the  Blanchard  family's  overnight, 
tragedy  in  mind  that  Pride  composed  Why,  then,  is  teen 

*  erring  editorial  when  the  news-  drinking  such  a  "diffi- 
er  discovered  many  athletes  rou-  cult  moral  issue?"  The 
ly  violated  Concord  High  answer  can  be  found 
x>l's  ban  on  alcohol  consumption  in  Pride's  experience, 
student  athletes  —  often  with  "The  parents'  rea- 
r  parents'  indulgence.  sorting  goes  like  this: 

ls  he  braced  for  the  critical  ...Being  on  the  team  is 
aught  that  any  editor  expects  important  to  my  kid's 
r  publishing  a  nard-hitting  edi-  self-esteem.  Suspension 
il,  he  was  surprised  by  the  com-  from  the  team  is  too 
action.  high  a  price  to  pay,  so 

not  receive  a  single  letter  to  the  lets  not  talk  about  it." 
iderstood  why.  Its  that  code  of  Parents  who  wink 
pie  are  reluctant  to  speak  openly  at  teen  drinking  are 
icult  moral  issue,  especially  when  setting  themselves  up 
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More  and  more  ministers 
are  "applying"  for  the 
position  of  pastor,  presenting 
their  own  resume  to  a  pastor 
search  committee. 

Pastors  should  not  apply  for 
a  job.  Whatever  happened  to 
the  traditional  way  oFhaving  a 
friend  recommend  you  to  a 
pastor  search  committee?  Have 
our  pastors  isolated  themselves 
to  the  point  that  they  have  not 


sive  within  the  fellowship. .  I 
know  that  one's  understanding 
of  God's  will  can  change,  but  he 
must  be  honest  and  ofthe  high¬ 
est  integrity. 

Thiraly,  the  interim  is  being 
divisive  to  the  fellowship  of  the 
church.  The  pastor  search  com¬ 
mittee  cannot  be  responsive  to 
all  the  people  when  a  group  of 
people  is  pushing  for  tne  inter¬ 
im.  The  group  that  pushes  for 
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reaches  Bold  Mission  Thrust  goal 


missionary  force  a  "two  edged  we  are  seeing  the  results  of  that 
sword.  It  is  an  exhilarating  action,"  Graham  said.  "And  the 
opportunity  while  at  the  same  commitment  that  the  agency  is 

I time  being  an  making  is  showing  up  in  the 
|h  overwhelming  numbers." 
f|Bchallenge,  The  rising  number  of  mis- 
Jj  1  adding  that  sionaries  also  reflects  a  new  pri- 
■  credit  for  the  ority  on  church  planting  at  the 
IfM  achievement  agency,  Graham  said. 

extends  far  "Rather  than  talking  about 
^■beyond  the  church  planting  as  a  process, 
lH  agency.  the  church-planting  group  is 

P  "It  takes  trying  to  set  a  climate  for  a 
everybody  churcn-planting  movement  — 
H  doing  their  not  just  using  appointed  folks 

£|I  part  and  work-  but  developing  lay  leaders," 
ing  in  coopera-  Graham  said.  "We're  seeing  the 
|  I  tion  to  make  it  first  wave  of  folks  rising  to  lead 
H  happen.  That's  in  that  movement." 

I?  J  the  strength  of  Much  of  the  growth  in  mis- 

IgB  Southern  sionary  appointments  has 
<£§■  Baptists.  I  resulted  from  the  Nehemiah 
thank  God  for  Project  —  NAMB's  new  semi- 
;.  '?■  I  our  partner-  nary-based  system  for  training 
I  ship  with  our  . 

|P  seminaries, 

state  conven-  ^ 

tions,  associa- 
*•:'  tions,  and  local 

churches  to  see  f 
'  this  wonderful 
milestone 
reached," 

Reccord  said. 

"With  the 

1999  !  ong-term  and  mentoring  church 

impact  of  planters.  Beginning  in  the  fall 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
One  of  the  most  significant 
goals  of  the  1976  Bola  Mission 

Thrust  initia- - 

tive  was 
reached  right  Is 

on  schedule  v  Jm  3 

this  past  year  &yyMjy 


as  the 

Southern 
Baptist  North 
American 
Mission 


BAPTISTS 


(  N  A  M  B  ) 
reached  the 
level  of  5,000 
active  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

The  num¬ 
ber  was  actu¬ 
ally  reached 
in  November, 
but  because 
missionary 
counts  are 
released  only 
once  each 
year  the  count 
on  Dec.  31 
was  officially 
recorded  as 
5,025. 

One  of  the 
original  goals 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Published  Since  1877 


M  i  s  s  i  o 
Thrust  —  a 

comprehensive  long-range 
plan  for  denominational 
growth  —  was  that  the  number 
of  home  missionaries  would 
Kadi  5,000  by  the  year  2000.  ,  . 

Of  die  total  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  approved  and 
appointed,  3,264  are  missionar¬ 
ies  and  their  spouses  operating 
under  various  levels  of  cooper¬ 
ative  funding  with  state  con- 


YouthLink  of  1998  it  replaced  a  system  of 
2000  —  which  resulted  in  thou-  church-planter  apprentices 
sands  of  commitments  to  mis-  with  the  new  category  of 
sions  service  —  I  believe  we  church-planter  interns,  and  the 
will  see  an  even  further  explo-  number  of  appointments  more 
sion  in  the  missionary  force  of  than  doubled, 
the  future  both  in  North  Prospects  for  continued 
America  and  around  wthe  growth  also  are  strong, 
world,"  Reccord  added.  "What  Graham  noted,  because  of  a 
a  great  time  it  is  to  be  alive  and  new  emphasis  being  placed  at 
on  mission  for  the  King!"  NAMB  on  recruitment  and 

Bill  Graham,  manager  of  development  of  potential  can- 
NAMB's  missionary  personnel  didates  for  career  missions 
unit,  said  much  of  the  jump  has  service.  _ 
been  due  to  more  dollars  made  A  missionary  mobilization 
available  for  missionary  sup-  team  was  created  during  1999 
port  because  of  efficiencies  to  help  identify  potential  career 
gained  from  the  restructuring  missionaries  early  on  and  shep- 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  herd  them  through  the  process 
Convention  in  1997.  of  responding  to  God's  call. 

^NAMB  was  formed  in  1997  Individuals  interested  in 
from  the  former  Home  Mission  learning  more  about  career  mis- 
Board,  Brotherhood  sions  opportunities  should  con- 

Commission,  and  Radio  and  tact  missionary  mobilization 
Television  Commission.  associate  Randy  Wood  at  (770) 

"The  intent  of  the  restructur-  410-6454.  Inquires  also  may  be 
ing  has  been  to  put  money  for-  sent  via  e-mail  to 
ward  in  the  field,  and  I  think  call@namb.net. 
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years  of  service  operating 
under  the  Mission  Service 
Corps  program. 

The  number  of  appoint¬ 
ments  fpr  the  year  is  also  up 
sharply  over  the  last  few  years, 
from  154  in  1996  under  the  for¬ 
mer  Home  Mission  Board  to 
327  in  1999.  • 

Robert  E.  Reccord,  NAMB's 
president,  called  the  expanding 


Alcohol:  parents  not  concerned 


Alcohol-related  deaths  outnum- 
kI,  yet  parents  are  less  concerned 
Icohol  man  drugs,  according  to  a 
dated  deaths  vastly  outnumber 
inerica,  21%  of  parents  fear  their 
j  only  5%  fear  teenage  abuse  of 


The  executive  committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
approves  the  appointment  of  Anne  McWilliams  as  the  first  female  associ¬ 
ate  editor  of  The  Baptist  Record.  McWilliams  has  been  on  the  staff  of  the 
newsjoumal  of  Mississippi  Baptists  since  1953. 


James  E.  Woods,  Jr.,  executive  director  erf  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Affairs,  resigns  to  rejoin  the  faculty  of  Baylor  University  in 
Waco,  Texas.  Woods  has  headed  the  agency,  which  represents  nine  Baptist 
bodies  with  public  policy  issues,  since  1972. 


Mark  Lowery  accepts  the  pastorate  of  Wesson  Church,  Wesson, 
which  he  formerly  pastored,  having  resigned  in  1942  to  serve  as  a 
chaplain.  On  his  return  to  civilian  life,  Lowery  pastored  Cedar  Grove 
Church  near  Columbia. 
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Clothing  program  suiting  job  applicants 


Suspicious 
mail  alarms 
LifeWay,  FBI 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Overreaction  to  a  routine 
postal  investigation  brought 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
(FBI)  and  Metropolitan 
Nashville  (Tenn.)  emergency 
personnel  to  the  front  entrance 
of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources 
at  noon  on  Jan.  13. 

LifeWay  had  filed  a  tele¬ 
phoned  report  with  the  local 
U.S.  Post  Office  on  Jan.  13 
after  a  suspicious-looking 
envelope  with  no  return 
address  was  delivered  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  agency. 

The  contact  was  part  of  a 
LifeWay  procedure  estab¬ 
lished  after  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  was  the  victim  of  a 
mailed  anthrax  hoax  last  year. 

Jim  Shull,  director  of 
LifeWay's  corporate  services 
department,  said,  "LifeWay 
was  attempting  a  safe  disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  unopened  letter." 

He  said  a  contact  from 
someone  at  the  U.S.  Post  Office 
to  the  FBI  resulted  in  an  unex¬ 
pected  visit  to  LifeWay  not  only 
from  the  FBI,  but  also  local  fire 
department  and  police  person¬ 
nel,  and  public  news  media. 

"LifeWay's  main  entrance 
was  secured  for  approximately 
30  minutes  by  police  until  the 
FBI  determined  there  was  no 
emergency,"  Shull  said.  "After 
following  routine  procedures, 
emergency  personnel  and 
equipment  were  removed." 

Shull  said  the  unopened  let¬ 
ter  would  be  given  to  the  post 
office  for  investigation. 
Normal  procedure  would  not 
have  brought  local  emergency 
personnel  to  LifeWay  unless 
the  situation  had  warranted 
such  action,  he  added. 


PENSACOLA,  Fla.  (BP)  —  For  Debbe  have  recently  been  released  from  incarcer- 
Jefcoat,  coordinating  the  Suit  Your  Self  ation,  a  shelter  for  abused  wotnen,  and  a 
ministry  at  Olive  Church,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  is  college  campus  that  offers  a  Women  in 
not  just  about  providing 
women  with  clothing.  It 
is  an  opportunity  to  help 
them  find  a  life  of  hop« 
and  a  future. 

Suit  Your  Self  began  in 
1996  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of 
Pensacola.  Jane  Holston, 
the  coordinator  there,  con¬ 
tacted  Olive  Church  with 
the  prospect  of  beginning 
a  similar  ministry  due  to 
the  tremendous  need  and 
Olive's  convenient  loca¬ 
tion.  Suit  Your  Self  North 
became  a  reality  in  April 
1999.  After  only  six 
months  of  service,  107 
women  have  participated 
with  a  total  of  35  outfits 


tual.  A  record  is  kept  of  each  person  assist¬ 
ed,  to  enable  the  church  to  continue  to  min¬ 
ister  to  their  needs. 

The  women  also  are 
responsible  for  bringing  in 
proof  of  employment  once 
they  have  been  hired.  At 
that  time,  Jefcoat  provides 
them  with  at  least  five  to 
six  complete  outfits  that 
are  suitable  for  their  par¬ 
ticular  occupation. 

"One  lady  we  had 
helped  came  tack  for  her 
outfits  after  being  hired, 
during  her  lunch  creak.  I 
fitted  ner  with  numerous 
outfits.  She  was  so  excited 
that  she  w'ore  the  clothes 
we  gave  her  back  to  work 
instead  of  her  own," 
Jefcoat  said. 

Suit  Your  Self  is  staffed 
by  approximately  10  vol¬ 
unteers  who  work  with 
Jefcoat,  secretary  of  Olive 
Baptist's  social  services 


being  distributed. 

Suit  Your  Self-  is  a  pro- _  -  . 

gram  designed  to  outfit  READY  FOR  WORK  —  Debbe  Jefcoat  (right),  program  coordinator  for  Suit  Baptist  s  social  services 
women  with  clothing  Your  Self,  assists  Shirley  Pugh  with  a  fitting.  The  program,  run  by  Olive  Baptist  department, 
appropriate  for  job  inter-  church  in  Pensacola,  helps  provide  women  with  work-appropriate  clothes.  (BP  volunteers  work  a  cou- 

views,  and  for  working  photo  by  Janet  Little  Cooper)  P]e  °f  ffhours 

thereafter,  free  of  charge.  - - — - Li - — - -  Monday  afternoon  sorting 

The  program  currently  serves  approxi-  Transition  course.  clothes  by  size  and  season,  organizing 

mately  six  women  a  week.  "The  women  in  transition  specifically  shoes  and  making  displays  in  the  Suit  Your 

Word  of  mouth  has  been  the  best  form  of  are  women  who  have  never  worked  ana  Self  room, 
advertising  for  the  ministry,  Jefcoat  noted,  have  for  some  reason  or  another  been  Members  of  the  church  or  people  from 
though  announcements  occasionally  are  thrown  back  into  the  workforce  with  no  the  community  have  donated  all  of  the 
run  in  the  church  newsletter  and  bulletin,  skills.  They  take  this  four- week  course  that  clothing  distributed. 

as  well  as  the  local  city  newspaper.  relates  to  them  what  is  needed  to  enter  the  "We  take  dress  clothing  that  is  appropri- 

Most  of  die  women  who  are  served  are  workplace  and  then  are  referred  to  us  for  a  ate  for  a  job  interview.  We  do  keep  some 
sent  to  Olive  on  a  referral  basis,  though  some  fitting,"  Jefcoat  said.  casual  clothes  on  hand  for  women  who 

women  in  need  are  served  without  referral.  An  application  must  be  completed  by  all  will  not  have  office  jobs.  Anything  we  can't 

"We  work  with  about  15  different  agen-  participating  women,  whicn  provides  use  we  turn  over  to  another  organization  in 
cies,"  Jefcoat  said.  These  agencies  range  Olive  with  a  basic  assessment  of  the  our  church  called  CARE  Connection," 
from  one  that  is  primarily  for  women  who  women's  needs  — --both  general  and  spiri-  Jefcoat  said. 

"Smoke  on  the  Mountain"  takes  unique  Gospel  tack 


-  Monday  afternoon  sorting 

clothes  by  size  and  season,  organizing 
shoes  and  making  displays  in  the  Suit  Your 
Self  room. 

Members  of  the  church  or  people  from 
the  community  have  donated  all  of  the 
clothing  distributed. 

"We  take  dress  clothing  that  is  appropri¬ 
ate  for  a  job  interview.  We  do  keep  some 
casual  clothes  on  hand  for  women  who 
will  not  have  office  jobs.  Anything  we  can't 
use  we  turn  over  to  another  organization  in 
our  church  called  CARE  Connection," 
Jefcoat  said.  .  j 


OVERLAND  PARK,  Kan. 
(BP)  —  Mix  the  style  of  a 
Broadway  musical  with  the 
story  of  a  Saturday  night  gospel 
sing  in  a  rural  churcn  and  the 
result  is  the  hit  production 
"Smoke  on  the  Mountain." 

After  a  year-and-a-half  Off- 
Broadway  run  in  The  Lamb's 
Theatre  in  New  York,  Smokeon 
the  Mountain  has  been  per¬ 
formed  on  about  250  stages 
across  the  nation  —  making  it 
the  second  most  performed 
play  in  regional  theaters.  The 
musical,  set  in  a  rural  North 
Carolina  Baptist  church  in  1938, 
was  conceived/directed  by 
Alan  Bailey  and  written  by 
Connie  Ray,  who  played  the 
lead  character  on  the  former  sit¬ 
com,  "The  Torkelsons." 

"When  it  played  in  New 
York,  most  of  the  audience  had 
never  been  to  a  church  like 
this,"  said  Bailey,  who  grew  up 
in  Bradley  Church  near  Macon, 
Ga.,  ana  now  lives  in  Los 
Angeles.  "One  thing  I've 
learned  is  that  a  guarantee  of 
success  in  New  \ork  is  to  do 
something  new  or  in  a  different 
way.  They  saw  this  as  some¬ 
thing  new  because  they  never 
had  any  experience  with  this 
setting. 

"Wnereas  now,  the  primary 
appeal  is  to  people  most  like 
the  audience  in  that  church 
would  be." 

Ruth  Pollard,  a  member  of 
The  Baptist  Record - 


First  Church,  Lathrop,  Mo.,  is 
one  such  person.  She  recently 
organized  an  outing  for  several 
church  members  to  see  Smoke 
on  the  Mountain  at  the  New 
Theatre  Restaurant  in  Overland 
Park,  Kan. 

"My  dad  was  a  fiddle  player, 
and  the  music  was  reminiscent 


of  old  times,"  Pollard  said.  "It's 
fun  and  wholesome." 

Lisandro  Gonzalez,  pastor  of 
the  Missouri  church,  said  the 
play  appeals  especially  to 
senior  adults.  AThey  can 
remember  this  type  of  singing 
40  and  50  years  ago." 

He  added,  "It's  a  very  effective 


The  Sanders  Family 


♦ 


way  to  present  the  gospel  outside 
the  four  walls  of  the  church." 

Smoke  on  the  Mountain  cen¬ 
ters  around  the  Sanders  family. 
The  setting  is  a  Saturday  night 
gospel  sing  in  Mount  Pleasant 
Church  in  Mount  Pleasant,  N.C. 

The  Sanders  family  performs 
several  bluegrass  gospel  songs 
during  their  first  family  singing 
in  five  years,  including  such 
standards  as  "I'll  Fly  Away" 
and  "The  Church  in  tne 
Wildwood."  Sprinkled  through¬ 
out  the  musical  is  each  family 
member's  testimony. 

The  family  interaction  — 
with  each  other  and  the  audi¬ 
ence  (which  is  the  church  con¬ 
gregation)  —  is  what  makes  the 
play  entertaining. 

"People  are  able  to  see  some¬ 
thing  of  themselves  in  one  of  the 
characters  up  there  on  stage," 
said  New  Theatre  actress  Lori 
Blalock,  who  has  played  the 
part  of  June  Sanders  four  times. 

"It's  about  forgiveness  and 
all  the  simple  things  in  life;  it's 
about  getting  along  with  your 
family.  That's  the  Deauty  and 
charm  of  it." 

Blalock  added,  "It's  about 
life's  lessons.  It's  uplifting. 
People  can  relate  to  the  family. 
Ana  while  there's  lots  of  the 
Bible  [throughout  the  play],  it's 
not  pushed  or  forced.  It's  dealt 
with  honestly. 

"Truly,  I've  never  heard  of 
any  complaints." 

- February  3, 2000 


may  be  the  most  difficult  to  dis¬ 
cern  and  at  the  same  time  it  may 
be  the  most  potent  in  distin¬ 
guishing  a  "Caring  Body"  from  a 
^Busybody."  Busybodies  come 
to  an  event,  or  an  experience, 
with  a  critical  sneer,  even  a  con¬ 
demning  attitude.  Busybodies 
are  the  kind  of  people  who  pass 
judgement  long  before  all  the 
facts  are  in. 

Do  you  remember  the  young 
The  first  "A"  in  T.A.A.  man  named  Richard  Jewell?  He 
stands  for  "Action."  Caring  was  the  fellow  who,  in  the 
Bodies  act  while  Busybodies  Atlanta  Olympics  bombing,  at 

first  appeared  to  be  a  hero  then 
was  turned  into  a  villain.  Months 
down  the  road  he  was  cleared  of 


"Busybody"  or 
"Caring  Body" 


I  invite  you  to  go  with  me 
and  share  in  two  separate  Bible 
study  worship  experiences  of 
which  I  was  a  part.  The  first 
involved  a  devotional  time  at  a 
meeting  where  we  were 
encouraged  to  do  what  the 
Lord  has  equipped  us  to  do, 
and  that  is  to  care  for  people. 

The  speaker,  using  the  story  of  T.A.A.  That's  right  —  T.A.A. 
the  Good  Samaritan,  presented  Let  me  explain.  The  "T"  stands 
a  beautiful  challenge  to  each  of  for  "Tell.'/  Busybodies  have  got 
us  not  to  walk  by  the  hurting  to  be  telling  what  they  know 
needs  of  those  around  us,  but  to  about  other  people's  business, 
be  willing  to  stop,  lift  someone  -  I'm  not  altogether  sure  how 
up,  help  them  toward  healing,  this  works,  but  it  seems  as 
care,  for  people,  get  involved, 
slow  down,  ana  even  stop 
along  the  busy  highway  of  life. 

The  message  and  the  manner  it 
was  presented  was  touching. 

Not  long  after  that  meeting  I 
was  involved  in  a  different  set¬ 
ting.  A  Bible  teacher  was 
expounding  on  both  the  Word 
and  the  problems  with  which  spreaders! 

Paul  ana  Peter  dealt  in  their  or  they  w< 
epistles  concerning  "busybod¬ 
ies."  The  teacher  pointed  out  an 
instance  in  1  Tim.  5:13  where 
Paul  said  there  were  some  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  church  who  were  tat¬ 
tlers  also,  and  busybodies, 
speaking  things  which  they 
ought  not."  Then  Petgr,  in  1 
Peter  4:15  said,  "Let  none  of  you 
suffer  as  a  murderer,  or  a  tnief, 
or  as  an  evil-doer,  or  as  a  busy¬ 
body  in  other  men's  matters.' 

Tne  Bible  teacher  expounded 
on  these  verses  and  illustrated 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


are  simply  driven  to  know  all 
the  facts  about  the  situation. 

Busybodies  generally  know  all 

the  "background,  all  the  wrong  any  charges  or  connections  with 

ah  busybodies  are  ener-  decisions,  all  the  people 
by  gossiping.  They  can  involved,  all  the  consequences, 
j  wait  for  something  to  what  everybody  said,  and  then 
come  into  their  ears  so  theycan  they  rehearse  it  over  and  over 
get  it  out  of  their  mouth.  They  again.  As  a  general  rule  they  words  in  \ 

'in-the-  rarely  get  around  to  doing  him  as  being  involved  in  the  das- 
;  "what  something  redemptive,  posi-  tardly  deed, 
ssipers,  tive,  and  life-changing  to  help 
gossip-  the  situation, 
e  to  tell  Think  about  those  two  men 
who  saw  the  poor  guy  lying  on 
Caring  the  side  of  the  road  in  the  para- 
Bodies"  reach  out  and  into  peo-  ble  that  Jesus  told.  One  of  them 
pie's  lives  to  encourage,  help,  even  went  so  far  as  to  go  over 
and  bring  healing.  They  seek  to  and  check  otit  his  condition  and 
lift  up,  to  bring  about  change,  the  landscape,  but  both  of  them 
to  bless,  and  yet  no  one  may  went  on  down  the  road.  We  can 
ever  know  aDout  it.  As  the  only  imagine  that  the  closer 
Good  Samaritan  left  the  hotel  they  got  to  their  destination, 
he  did  not  stop  by  the  televi-  the  more  excited  they  got  about 
sion  station  to  be  interviewed  telling  folks  about  the  horrible 
so  that  everyone  would  know  sight  they  had  seen  on  the  way. 
of  his  good  deeds  that  day. 

lunded  With  a  beautiful  kind  of  spiritu-  busybody  is!  They  find  it  far 

_ J  al  discretion,  the  Bible  shows  a  easier  to  wag  a  tongue  than  to 

how  devastating  a  busybody  man  who  rescues  another  life 
can  be  and  that  we,  as  from  the  brink  of  disaster  and 
Christians,  have  a  responsibility  then  goes  on  his  way. 

to  stay  out  of  other  folk's  busi-  — - - - - - : — 

ness  and  not  meddle  in  the  A  A 

affairs  in  which  we  have  no  busi-  r\  r\  r’.y  /  IcCOJ 

ness  meddling.  I  sat  there  inter¬ 
ested  and  being  instructed,  even  TALLEDEGA,  Ala.  (BP)  — 
inspired,  but  upon  reflecting  on  Southern  Baptists  gave  a  record 
the  two  experiences,  it  occurred  $43.5  million  to  the  Annie 
to  me  that  it  could  appear  as  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 
though  these  were  contradictory  North  American  Missions  in 
teachings,  yet  I  laiew  that  was  1999,  reported  Robert  E. 
not  so  —  both  were  right!  Reccord,  president  of  the  North 

What  is  tHfe  difference  „  American  -Mission  Board 
between  being  a  "Caring  Body"  (NAMB).  The  agency  uses  the 
and  a  "Busybody?"  I  trunk  tne  funds  to  support  more  than 
difference  can  be  captured  in  5,000  missionaries  in  the 


Stewart,  who  died  in  a  plane 
crash  in  late  October. 

Stewart  was  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Orlando,  and 
his  children  attend  the 
church's  academy. 

The  book,  targeted  for 
release  in  June,  is  expected  to 
coincide  with  the  anniversary 
of  the  professional  golfer's 


the  event.  The  only  problem  is,  in 
the  process,  his  life  was  wrecked 
by  tne  thousands  of  hours  on  TV 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
print  that  pointed  to 


tanging  to  help  Caring  people  do  not  come 
to  a  need  in  order  to  pass  judge¬ 
ment.  Their  only  concern  is 
how  can  someone  be  helped 
out  of  the  problem.  The  caring 
person  seeks  to  stop  the  bleed¬ 
ing,  not  analyze  how  the  victim 
was  injured.  Busybodies  are  not 
bound  by  facts,  or  ethics,  or 
morals,  or  even  consequences 
of  their  own  actions  or  words. 
They  highlight  the  problem  and 
have  no  regard  for  the  prob¬ 
lems  they  create. 

No  wonder  God  put  in  his 
a  Word  significant  instructions  to 
all  of  us  to  steer  clear  of  being  a 
"Busybody"  and  to  focus  on 
lift  a  finger.  “  “  being  "Caring  Bodies,"  who 

The  other  "A"  in  T.A.A.  love  both  in  deed  and  word  in 
stands  for  "Attitude."  This  factor  the  name  of  Christ. 


1999  U.S.  Open  victory,  said 
B&H  president  Ken  Stephens, 
B&H  is  the  trade  book  pub¬ 
lishing  division  of  LifeWay 


Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 


and  the  remainder  from  indi¬ 
vidual  gifts,  investments,  and 
Missionary  Baptists  give  $43,550,000  to  the  other  income. 

Annie  Armstrong  Offering  last  Acknowledging  that  the 
- — "  Reccord  said.  "This  is  the  1999  Offering  fell  short  of  its 
the  offering  $45  million  goal,  Reccord  said, 

>  "While  all  of  us  wish  there 
wonderfully  thankful  for  what  were  more,  we  realize  there 
doing  through  thisfoffer-  will  never  be  enough  to  meet 

_ li  people  for  himself."  the  overwhelming  challenges 

Every  dollar  of  the  offering  of  reaching  North  America  for 
—  received  in  most  Southern  Christ.  Therefore,  every  one  of 
Baptist  churches  in  the  spring  of  us  must  redouble  our  efforts  at 
each  year  —  directly  supports  personalizing  the  mission  and 
the  work  of  Southern  Baptist  ministry  of  tne  5,000  missionar- 
missionaries,  most  of  whom  are  ies  supported  by  this  offering/' 
jointly  appointed  and  support-  The  national  goal  for  the  2000 
ed  by  tne  North  American  offering  is  $47million. 

Mission  Board  and  partner  state  Reccord  also  reported  that  the 
Baptist  conventions.  mission  offering  was  not  the 

The  offering  supplies  38%  of  only  record  set  by  the  agency 
NAMB's  budget  with  another  last  year.  He  reiterated  the  recent 
34%  from  the  Southern  Baptist  announcement  that  for  the  first 
Convention's  unified  giving  time  in  history,  the  number  of 
plan,  the  Cooperative  Program,  NAMB  missionaries  exceeded 
PEWS - " —  _ —  5,000  in  1999  —  a  key  goal  of  the 

•  highest  quality  W  I  M  .  denomination's  25-year  growth 

:  ?So%  available  I  (|)|M  plan  caUed  Bold  Mission  Thrust. 
theater  seats  ■  w||ll\  The  number  of  missionary 

•  highest  quality  1  iillllil  appointments  for  the  year  also 

LITlirT  was  up,  Reccord  said,  as  were 

•  100%  financing  available  —  the  number  of  missionary  can- 

REFINtSHWKi/RE-UPHOLS I fcRY  didate  interviews  mission  vol- 

•  America's  most  experienced  pew  finisher  aiaate  interviews,  mission  voi 

•  all  fabrics  are  teflon  treated  unteers,  and  endorsed  chap- 

carpet  lains.  He  said  he  is  also  antici- 

•  our  service  includes  removing,  storing  ..  ,  .  „  .,  „ 

and  reinstalling  the  existing  pews  paring  that  Southern  Baptists 

renovation  _  started  more  new  churches  last 

•  complete  "design/ construct'  service  year  than  any  year  in  history, 

1  -800-537-4723  although  final  reports  have  not 
po  Box  751  Cameron,  tx  76520  vet  been  completed. 


United  States  and  Canada.  sands  of  WMU  members  across 

Speaking  to  the  executive  the  country  for  helping  Southern 
board  of  W< 

Union  (WMU)  meeting  in 
annual  session  at  Shocco  year,' 

Springs  Conference  Center,  seventh  year  in  a  row  I  w 

Reccord  expressed  appreciation  has  set  a  new  record,  and  we  are 
to  WMU  —  the  agency  which  so1 
initiated  the  missions  offering  God  is  < 
more  than  100  years  ago.  ing  to  reach 

"Thank  you  and  your  thou- 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Medicare  Supplement  Coverage?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-880-2305 


Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  Ambulance. 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates! 

□  Long-term  Nursing  Care 

Also  available  Home  Health  Care! 

□  Final  Expense  Burial  Plan 

Affordable  Senior  Life  Protection 


□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 
and  on  disability 


Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed 


e-mail:  sales@Hsams  com 
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Sumrall,  Holloway,  Baker,  and  Anderson 

Louis  J.  Holloway  Jr.  was 
recently  ordained  to  the  min¬ 
istry  at  First  Church,  Boyle, 
where  he  has  served  since  1993 
as  director  of  music  and  youth. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  W.  J. 
Sumrall;  Holloway;  David 
Baker,  chairman  of  deacons; 
and  Joe  Anderson,  pastor. 

Mississippian  Brian 

Fitzgerald  Horton,  38,  died 
Dec.  26,  1999,  of  a  massive 
heart  attack  in  Stockbridge, 
Ga.  He  was  presently  serving 
as  pastor  of  North  Henry 
Church,  Stockbridge.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  Sallis 
Church,  Sallis,  where  Horton 
was  a  former  pastor.  A  native 
of  Clarksdale,  Horton  received 


The  Mississippi  College 
English  Department's  annual 
Sue  Price  Lipsey .Lecture  will  be 
held  on  Feb.10  at  7  p.m.  in  Aven 
Auditorium.  The  speaker  is 
James  H.  Sims,  Distinguished 
Professor  of  English  and  Vice 
President  Emeritus  at  the 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  His  topic  will  be 
"Shakespeare  and  the  Christian 
Reader. 

*  Ten  students  at  the  William 
Carey  College  School  of 
Nursing  will  receive  degrees 
during  a  Pinning  Ceremony  in 
the  Dumas  L.  Smith 
Auditorium,  Hattiesburg,  Feb.  4 
at  7  p.m.  Graduates  include 
Jason  Bowen  of  Raliegh;  Kristen 


his  education  at  Delta  State 
University  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  Survivors  include 
his  wife  Carol  Burleson 
Horton;  children.  Tori, 
Stephen,  and  Katie  Horton  of 
Stockbridge;  parents.  Jerry 
and  Nina  Hubbard  of 
Clarksdale;  and  brothers,  Billy 
Horton  of  Rossville,  Ga.,  Jay 
Hubbard  of  Indianola,  and  Jen 
Hubbard  of  Clarksdale. 

Deacons  ordained  at 

Centreville  Church,  Mississippi 
Association,  on  Dec.  19  were 
(pictured  from  left)  Lane  White, 
Greg  Poole,  and  Emmette 
Knighton. 

Members  of  New  Hope 
Church,  Foxworth,  with  per¬ 
fect  attendance  in  Sunday 
School  were  recognized  in  the 
morning  service  on  Nov.  21. 
Pictured  are  B.  B.  Stringer,  44 
years;  Mona  Stringer,  two 
years;  Jimmy  Thomas,  30 
years;  Pud  Stringer,  nine  years; 
Willie  Blackwell,  16  years; 
Karla  Ratliff,  eight  years; 
Peggy  Stringer,  10  years; 
Bonnie  Pittman,  nine  years; 
Nancy  Thomars,  17  years; 
Donna  Ratliff,  18  years;  Mitch 
Ratliff,  eight  years;  Chase 
Clark,  three  years;  and  Sherrell 
Magee,  18  years. 


♦ 


White,  Poole,  and  Knighton 


Members  of  New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth 


Brown  of  Columbia;  Lisa 
Cooper  of  Hattiesburg;  Sylvia 
Fisher  of  New  Orleans,  La.;  Ben 
Lott  of  Bogalusa,  La.;  Eric 
McCraney  of  Leakesville;  Sarah 
McLelland  of  Hattiesburg; 
Amber  Rushing  of  Tylertown; 
Marcia  Shouse  of  Gautier;  and 
Susan  Weathers  of  Hattiesburg. 

Mississippi  College  School 
of  Business  and  the  Office  of 
Continuing  Education 

announces  the  annual  start  of 
the  innovative  accelerated  pre¬ 
requisite  program  that  allows 
students  to  complete  prerequi¬ 
sites  for  the  master  of  business 
administration  (MBA)  degree 
in  an  abbreviated  time  frame. 
The  program  is  designed  for 


students  who  desire  an  MBA 
but  do  not  have  a  business 
background  or  undergraduate 
degree  or  lack  only  a  few  of  the 
required  prerequisties. 

Individuals  interested  in  the 
Accelerated  MBA  Program  may 
c*ll  Ken  Gilliam  at  (601)  925- 
~13263  or  e-mail  at:  continuing- 
ed@mc.edu 

The  Mississippi  College 
(MC)  Career  Services  Center 
announces  its  fourth  annual 
Career  Day  to  be  held  Feb.  8. 
Career  Day  2000  will  be  held  in 
the  A.  E.  Wood  Coliseum  from 
10  a.m.  until  1:30  p.m.  and  is 
open  to  all  MC  students  and 
alumni  to  meet  informally  with 
prospective  employers.  For 


more  information  concerning 
Career  Day  2000,  contact  the 
Mississippi  College  Career 
Services  Center  at  (601)  925- 
3901  or  e-mail  at  career-cen- 
ter@mc.edu. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURECO. 

*  Cushions  ir  Baptistries 
'A  ★  Steeples  It  Renovation 

*■  Pews  and  Pulpit 
A  Furniture 

(New  and  Used) 

Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
of  Madison,  MS 

invites  you  to  DREAM  BIG  with 

THE  'THantiHd 


IN  CONCERT 

Friday,  Match  17  -  7:30  p.m. 

Call  the  Worship  Ministry  Office  at  601-898-4932  for  ticket  information. 
Ticket  prices  are:  $10  artist  circle;  $8  general  admission. 

The  church  is  newly  located  at  1531  Highland  Colony  Parkway,  Madison,  MS. 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained 
glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583. 


WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS 

Featuring  6  to  15  passenger  vans, 
customized  and  panel  vans.  Daily 
and  weekly  rates.  Auto  &  Truck 
Rental,  Jackson  (601)  948-3391. 
Since  1965. 


ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to 
work  full-time  with  "at-risk"  children  in 
residential  setting.  Opportunities 
throughout  Alabama.  Minimum  HS 
diploma.  Benefits  include  BC/BS 
PMD,  TDA,  life  insurance,  sick  leave, 
vacation, -living  expenses.  Call  1-800- 
548-4256  or  write  to  Box  240009 


I  Ml.-.i  ffjk. 


NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPA¬ 
NY,  INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also 
church  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For 
more  information  call  662-453-7424 
or  fax  us  at  662-455-6743.  Located 
at  107  North  Stone  Avenue, 
Greenwood,  MS  38930. 


DISE  LANES:  Mississippi's 
only  smoke  and  alcohol  free 
Bowling  Center.  Call  about  Lock- 
ins,  group  rates,  fund  raisers,  and 
leagues.  Located  at  820  Cooper 
Jackson,  MS,  (601)  372-7700. 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601) 
483-7958  or  call  1-800-368-2705. 


RA  recognition 
service  was  held 


Lucedale.  Twenty- 
four  boys,  from  the 
lst-12th  grade  were 
recognized  and  were 
given  a  banquet 
with  their  families. 


A  Youth  Rally 
will  be  held  at 


$&**  •%*  ;  # j  presented  by  Ninth  U1  L 

Hour.  For  more  information,  in  their  community  and  church 
jrsville,  recently  held  a  reception  for  J.  E.  call  (601)  636-7501.  to  sing  Christmas  .-''cafyols. 

on  after  41  years.  He  was  presented  a  Leaders  (pictured)  are  Mildred 

a  picture  for  his  home  by  the  deacons.  Celebrate  Jesus  2000  Brown,  director;  Kim  Bussen; 
my  Eaton,  Grady  Camburn,  Smith,  and  Evangelistic  Rally  will  be  held  Carmon  Thompson;  and 
Shane  Price,  pastor.  at  Calvary  Church,  Vicksburg,  Cheryl  Jones. 

,  speaker  will  be  Larry  Harris, 

■  J  evangelist  and  member  of  First  -v\|  ,  9,'ti d8$@#S!|Sl 

i  Church,  Barton.  For  more  infor-  f  ^  7 

-  mation,  call  the  church  at  (601)  f  , 

,  y  636-7501 .  SbrF • 


Squire  Patrons  will  be  in 
concert  at. Macedonia  Church, 
Petal,  Feb.  5  af  7  p.m.  For  more 
information,  contact  the  church 
at  (601)  545-3110. 

GAs  from  Rocky  Creek 
Church,  Lucedale,  recently  vis¬ 
ited  a  number  of  senior  adults 


The  Desires  of  aw^ 
Woman's  Heart,  a » 7 
woman's  conference,  will 
be  held  at  First  Church,  . 
Kosciusko,  on  Feb.  19.  The 
times  are:  registration,  8-9  a.m.; 
introduction,  music,  and  inspi¬ 
rational  message,  9-10:30  a.m.; 
inspirational  message,  10:45- 
11:45  a.m.;  inspirational  mes¬ 
sage  and  closing  remarks, 
12:45-2:30.  p.m.  Registration  fee 
of  $15  per  person  mcludes  reg¬ 
istration,  lunch,  materials,  and 
child  care.  The  speaker  will  be 
Jan  Silvious  of  Chattanooga, 
Term.  The  singer  will  be  Karen 
Sudduth  of  Tupelo  and  an 
adjunct  instructor  at  Northeast 
Junior  College.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  Marilyn  Robertson 
at  (662)  289-6343. 


Scott  and  Hudson 


WMU  of  Providence  Church,  Tiplersville,  recently  sponsored  a 
mission  awareness  day.  Margaret  Fairburn,  former  missionary,  was 
the  speaker.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Dorothy  Edwards,  WMU  direc¬ 
tor;  Mollye  Eaton  and  Bailey  Knight,  GAs;  Fairburn;  Allison  Horton, 
GA;  and  Betty  Harrison,  GA  leader. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  CALHOUN 
CITY  -  Searching  for  full-time  minister 
of  youth  and  education  with  some 
responsibility  coordinating  children's 
program.  Contact  Paul  Smith,  pastor, 

for  information  (662)  628-6633. _ 

NEW  SIGHT  BAPTIST  CHURCH  - 
Searching  for  full-time  associate  pastor 
with  emphasis- in  youth,  activities,  and 
pastoral  care  ministries.  Mail  resume 
to  Johnny  Sykes,  2404  New  Sight  Dr., 

Brookhaven,  MS  39601 . _ _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  -  Seeking 
part-time  minister  of  music.  Please 
send  resumes  tb  First  Baptist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  347,  Coldwater,  MS  38618. 

Attention:  Search  Committee. _ 

CHURCH  PIANIST  NEEDED  for 
Wednesdays  and  Sundays.  Duties 
include  playing  for  worship  services, 
prayer  meeting,  and  choir  rehearsals. 
For  more  information,  please  call 
Susan  at  Paul  Truitt  Memorial  Baptist 
Church,  Pearl  at  (601)  939-2975.“ 


659  Mississippi 
Churches  Can’t 
Be  Wrong. 


Drawn  Together  from  Mississippi  State  University  -  Baptist 
Student  Union  (MSU-BSU)  are  available  to  do  youth  activities,  ban¬ 
quets,  retreats,  and  worship  services.  The  students  (from  left)  are 
Robert  Sims,  Sarah  McConnell,  Kathryn  Hill,  Elizabeth  Blake,  and' 
Ryan  Lindsay.  For  more  information,  contact  MSU-BSU,  P.O.  Box 
B(J,  Mississippi  State,  MS  39762  or  call  (662)  323-5761 . 


More  than  600  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
services  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  ■■■■  \\HHrigtnn 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  illl  ASSOCMtCS. 
601-353-2400  or  1-800-442-0290.  AMU  frlC. 


■gg  AWARDS  PROGRAM 

£  The  Witnessing  Through  Media  Awards  program 
|j|i  has  been  created  to  recognize  radio  and  video 
P®  productions  which  demonstrate  excellence  in 
message,  desiga,  and  production. 

Deadline  to  submit  your  radio  and  video  entry  is  Match  15, 2000. 

For  awards  entry  form,  contact  Burrell  Blankenship  at  968-3800 
1-800-748-1651  or  by  e-mailing  fblankenship@mbch.org. 
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Mississippians  appointed  as  missionaries 

RICHMOND,  Va.  —  Albany.  He  received  the  bache-  For  27  years,  Ed  worked  for  Herbert  (Harris)  and 
Mississippians  Dan  and  Jane  lor  or  science  degree  from  IBM  in  White  House,  Term.,  Virginia  (Jenny)  McLemore 

Whatley  Robertson  Mississippi  State  most  recently  as  a  Cook,  a  former  member  of  the 

**  u Ve  >oined  more  University  in  systems  engineer,  music  staff  at  First  Church, 

a.r*TT-  B  than  4,800  Southern  Starkville  and  the  They  are  members  of  Jackson,  were  also  appointed  as 

H  i  jf" Baptist  International-  master  of  divinity  White  House  First  new  missionaries  by  IMB. 

f  is  I  Mission  Board  (IMB)  degree  from  New  Church.  The  Cooks  were  among  38 

ttl  yvorkers  s^dng  Christ  Orleans  Seminary.  Other  churches  people  appointed  by  the  IMB 

Lflin  124  countries  and  Jane  was  bom  in  influential  to  their  Jan.  10  during  a  service  at 

j&l  among  336  ethnic  peo-  Starkville  to  Lamar  spiritual  growth  are  Lakeview  Church  in  Auburn, 


D.  Robertson 


accepted  Jesus  apartment  complexes  and 
Christ  as  his  Lord  mobile  home  communities  for 
and  Savior  when  he  the  Bessemdf  (Ala.)  Baptist 
was  9.  While  on  a  Association.  Jenny  also  works 
youth  retreat  in  in  her  husband's  ministry  and 
nigh  school,  he  was  is  a  teacher  at  Sumiton  (Ala.) 
confronted  with  the  Christian  School, 
fact  that  Jesus  saved  The  Cooks  are  members  of 
him  for  a  purpose.  Bessemer  Community  Church 
From  that  moment  in  Jasper,  Ala. 
on,  Ed  dedicated  his  He  received  the  bachelor  of 
life  to  serving  Jesus  arts  degree  from  ^  Samford 

University  in  Birmingham;  a 
,  master  of  divinity  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas;  and  a  doctorate 
College  in  of  ministry  from  New  Orleans 
Goodman.  He  met  his  wife  Seminary. 

1.  Jenny  was  bom  in 
bom  in  “Montgomery,  Ala.,  to  Eugene 
and  Jean  McLemore.  She  dedicat-, 
ed  her  life  to  full-time  Christian 
music  ministry  at  age  15.  She 
received  the  bachelor  of  music 
education  and  the  master  of 
.oyalses  have  two  adult  music  education  horn  Samford 
v  '  •  •  University  in  Birmingham. 


Robertson 


Church  in  Royals  joined  the  D.  Royals  Christ, 
z.  For  12  years,  Roberstons  in  being  *  7  After  high  school, 

i  public  school  appointed  new  missionaries.  Ed  became  certified  in 
Lugust,  she  has  The  Royalses  will  live  in  radio /TV  repair  from  Holmes 
Episcopal  Day  Brazil  where  he  will  devise  a  Community  College 

ez.  strategy  to  develop  a  computer  C  ’  _ ;  ‘  i_ 

es  influential  to  network  to  help  evangelize  during  his  last  year  oif  school 
growth  are  Eastern  South  America  through  Deborah  was  * 
ircn  in  Myrtle;  e-mail.  The  couple  will  also  use  Carrollton  to  Myrtice  and  the  and  Jean  Mel 

Church  in  their  counseling  skills  in  mar-  late  John  Clarke  Sansing.  For  . 

i  Longview  riage  and  family  enrichment  to  years,  Deborah's  father  was  a 
dew.  reach  out  to  tneir  co-workers  Southern  Baptist  pastor  in 

om  in  New  and  the  community.  Mississippi. 


Vols  needed 
for  campaigns 
in  Far  East 


.  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  At 
least  1,300  Southern  Baptist 
volunteers  are  needed  to  help 
spark  spiritual  revival  througn 
two  nationwide  evangelistic 
campaigns  planned  in  Japan 
and  South  Korea  later  this 
year. 

Baptist  leaders  in  Japan  are 
seeking  300  volunteers  to  help* 
with  crusades  in  at  least  30 
key  churches  in  that  country 
June  21 -July  3.  Baptists  in 
South  Korea  are  calling  for 
1,000  volunteers  to  join  them 
in  leading  revivals  in  about 
100  churches  Nov.  1-14. 

-Trip  costs  are  $2,875  for 
Japan  and  $2,850  for  South 
Korea.  Pastors  and  laypeople 
of  all  ages  are  needed  for  both 
projects.  Jackson  said  commit¬ 
ments  from  volunteers  are 
needed  as  soon  as  possible  but 
that  the  trips  won't  close  out 
until  a  month  before  the 
departure  dates. 

For  more  information  or  to 
sign  up  for  either  project,  con¬ 
tact  W.H.  "Dub"  Jackson  by 
phone  at  (91 5)  698-8480;  fax, 
(915)  698-4000;  or  e-mail, 
whdubjackson@compuserve.c 
om.  His  mailing  address  is 
2426  Spyglass  Hill  Court, 
Abilene,  TX  79606. 


Look  at  the 
big  picture. 


1  *t  Baptist,  we're  committed  to 
providing  a  full  range  of  health  care 
services.  So,  whether  you're  seeking 
care  for  your  child's  skinned  knees  or 
your  grandmother's  blocked  arteries, 
the  picture  is  dear. 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood,  TN  37027 

Call  Today 


(800)  370-6180 


LifeWay  Discount 
1 5  passenger  vans 
We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpenterbus.com 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 ,  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Since  1953 


Available  in  20'  to  3T  models 


( 12  to  47  passengers.  New  &  Used) 
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logon  to ... 

cmfsbc.com 


join  hands  with  other 
Mississippi  ministers 
committed  to  integrity 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received  " 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


THANKS  FOR  AUTO 

Editor: 

We  wanted  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  express  our 
thanks  to  tne  Macedonian  Call 
Foundation  for  the  car  that  we 
were  able  to  lease  for  a  nominal 
fee  during  a  recent  visit  to 
Mississippi.  It  was  such  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  have  a  dependable  and 
affordable  car  to  use  during  our 
month's  visit. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  people 
who  have  contributed  vehicles 
as  well  as  funds  to  this  ministry, 
for  it  met  a  real  need  in  our 
lives.  We  are  also  appreciative 
of  Tom  Hearon  of  Ridgeland, 
the  founder  of  Macedonian 
Call.  He  renders  a  great  service 
to  missionaries  as  he  maintains 
the  cars  to  missionary  families. 

We  are  thankful  to 
Mississippi  Baptists  for  the 
many  ways  in  which  they  sup¬ 
port  and  encourage  missionar¬ 
ies,  and  we  are  especially 
thankful  that  people  have  been 
led  to  express  that  support 
through  their  gifts  to  the 
Macedonian  Call  Foundation. 

Sincerely, 

Clifton  and  Cathy  Curtis 

IMB  missionaries,  B.  Faso 


REASON  FOR  CLAUSE 
Editor: 

Concerning  Brother  McVey's 
Letter  in  the  January  20  issue  of 
The  Baptist  Recora  there  is  a 
real  good  reason  why  the 
"church  property  revert"  clause 
is  in  those  deeds. 

Recently  in  California  a 


charismatic  denomination 
decided  to  start  a  church  in  a 
small  mountain  town.  The 
property  values  were  too  high 
for  them  to  build  their  own 
church  so  they  decided  to  prac¬ 
tice  some  "heavenly  deception" 
and  sent  some  of  their  member¬ 
ship  into  the  local  Southern 
Baptist  Church  until  they  had 
doubled  the  congregation  and 
qualified  for  membership. 

At  the  next  business  meeting 
they  tried  to  vote  the  building 
over  to  their  denomination.  The 
pastor  pulled  the  charter  and 
showed  them  the  "revert"  clause 
and  ended  their  property  grab. 

Brother  McVey,  despite  what 
you  might  think  about  that 
clause,  it  serves  a  worthy  pur¬ 
pose.  It  is  not  designed  to  limit 
your  church  or  set  up  a  ruling 
council  within  your  local  asso¬ 
ciation. 

Ed  Williamson 

Canon  City,  Colorado 


INVITE  SMALL  CHURCHES 


Editor 

I  have  been 


1  have  been  a  pastor  in 
Mississippi  since  1955,  and  I 
have  yet  to  see  or  hear  of  a 
country  pastor  being  invited  to 
have  a  major  part  m  the  state 
convention  program. 

It  is  always  "Dr.  "  somebody 
who  does  not  represent  us.  In  a 
fair  estimate  of  the  churches  in 
Mississippi  I  would  daresay 
that  over  two-thirds  of  the 
churches  are  small  rural 
churches  like  ours. 

Wouldn't  it  be  fair  to  say  that 
at  least  every  other  year  one  in 


We’re  serious 
about  the  Word 


our  midst  should  be  represent¬ 
ed?  The  convention  is  continu¬ 
ally  asking  us  to  increase  our 
Cooperative  Program  gifts,  and 
yet  we  are  never  recognized. 

We  are  tired  of  the  same  old 
two  and  four  every  year.  All  of 
us  are  a  vital  part  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  body. 
Southern  Baptists  were  started 
as  a  group  of  small  rural 
churches  like  ours. 

Thank  you  for  having  a  lis¬ 
tening  ear  to  a  long  felt  griev¬ 
ance  among  our  smaller 
churches. 

Jim  Jeffreys,  pastor 
Poplar  Springs  Church 
Vardaman 


SCHOLARSHIP  SET 
Editor: 

On  November  20,  1999  J.M. 
Wood  was  honored  with  a 
Retirement  Celebration  at  the 
Ramada  Inn  Coliseum  in 
Jackson.  Friends  and  family 
traveled  from  surrounding 
states  to  give  tribute  to  this  dear 
man  and  nis  service  to  our  Lord. 

He  has  served  as  a  minister 
of  music  in  Mississippi, 
Oklahoma,  and  Tennessee.  For 
the  past  27  years  he  has  served 
in  Mississippi.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Singing 
Churchmen  of  Mississippi.  He 
is  considered  by  many  to  have 
set  the  standard  for  music  min¬ 
isters.  His  passion  for  excel¬ 
lence  and  his  heart  for  ministry 
are  like  no  other. 

A  music  scholarship  was 
established  in  his  name  through 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation.  The  scholarship  is 
entitled  the  "  J.M.  Wood  Church 
Music  Scholarship."  This  schol¬ 
arship  is  to  be  awarded  to  any 
student  attending  a  Southern 
Baptist  Seminary  or 

Mississippi  Baptist  College  that 
exemplifies  the  standards  set 
fourth  in  Mr.  Wood's  life  and 
ministry.  It  is  our  desire  to  help 
a  student  desiring  to  follow  the 
Lord's  call  in  this  area  so  that 
our  God  will  be  glorified. 

Anyone  desiring  to  make  a 
contribution  to  the  scholarship 
fund  can  do  so  by  sending  their 
contribution  to  tne  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation,  P.  O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39205.  Please 


the  B.A.,  B-S.  and  A  A.  degrees 
to  God-called  men  and  women 
with  these  distinctives: 

•  Confessional  Committed  to  historic 
Baptist  convictions 

•  Focused.  Provides  classical  biblical 
and  theological  studies 

•  Relevant.  Addresses  worldview 
issues  of  the  2 1  st  century 

•  Practical.  Dedicated  to  local  church 
ministry,  evangelism,  and  biblical 
preaching  and  teaching 


‘ 


James  P.  Boyce  College  of  the  Bible 

a  school  of  The  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
2825  Lexington  Road  •  Louisville,  Kentucky  40280 
1  800  728-7044  •  Vuit  us  on  the  web:  wwwjbts.edu 


be  sure  to  indicate  on  the  check 
that  it  is  for  this  scholarship. 

If  you  have  any  questions 
you  can  contact  that  office  or 
First  Church,  Brandon.  We 
know  that  J.M.  has  touched 
many  lives  in  this  state  and  in 
neighboring  states  and  we  want 
to  extend  this  opportunity  to 
those  whose  lives  have  been 
impacted  by  him  forever  to  the 
Gloiy  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Rhonda  Armstrong 
Brandon 


THANKS  FOR  EDITORIAL 

Editor 

Thanks  for  the  editorial  of 
January  13  (The  cretins  among 
us)!  I  was  beginning  to  wonder 
if  anyone  else  felt  that  way.  The 
time  to  get  busy  is  far  past  and 
it  looks  like  we  will  lose  the  bat¬ 
tle  here  —  but  the  war  has 
already  been  won  and  the  victo- 

3/  assured,  so  let's  at  least  go 
own  swinging! 

Robert  M.  Moore,  Sr.,  pastor 
Morgan  City  Church 
Morgan  City 


EYE  SPECIALIST  NEEDED 


Editor: 

Perha: 


remaps  some  of  your  read¬ 
ers  will  reel  led  by  God  to  join 
hands  with  us  to  meet  a  need  in 
Christ's  name.  Calvary  Chapel 
of  Parchman,  a  Southern  Baptist 
church  serving  the  staff  of 
Mississippi  State  Penitentiary, 
has  been  involved  since  1993  in 
a  missions  partnership  with 
northeastern  Mexico.  We  have 
done  preaching  medical-dental 
evangelism,  construction. 
Vacation  Bible  School,  and  pup¬ 
pet  ministry. 

Hundreds  of  people  have 
given  their  lives  to  Christ  over 
tne  years,  but  we  have  been 
unable  to  meet  one  need.  The 
people  desperately  cry  out  for 
an  optometrist.  Our  next  med- 
ical-aental-evarigelism  team 
leaves  in  July.  Is  there  a 
Christian  optometrist  or  oph¬ 
thalmologist  anywhere  who 
would  answer  the  call  of  God 
and  the  cry  of  the  people  to 
come  and  help  them? 

We  would  give  praise  to  God 
if  someone  would  De  willing  to 
meet  this  need  in  the  Name  of 
Christ. 

Joe  Young,  pastor 

Calvary  Chapel  of  Parchman 

Charleston 


invites  your  indication  of  interest  to: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 


EARbJJUR-TO: 


io% 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self -directed  IRA. 
Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 


5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money.  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  availability. 


;1;<  -i  i»l  i  i  i 


Martin  Northern 
PO  Box  130S 
Benton,  AH  7S018-1S0S 


501-316-3100 
Fax  501-316-3110 


Please  send  me  information  on  the  First 
Mortage  Church  Bonds  currently  bem$  offered  by 
Great  Nation  Investment  Corp. 


Life  and  Work 

Reasons  to  be  faithful 

Revelation  1:1-8, 12-18 


By  Michael  Jonjes 


The  book  of  Revelation  is 
one  many  people  fear  reading 
because  it  can  be  hard  to  under¬ 
stand.  It  would  be  a  mistake, 
though,  to  simply  not  read  the 
book.  Revelation  offers  many 
insights  to  us  as  Christians  and 
has  a  word  for  our  churches. 
The  lesson  for  this  week  comes 
from  the  first  chapter  of 
Revelation.  It  is  a  call  by  God 
for  us  to  be  faithful. 

The  Lord  calls  us  to  faithful¬ 
ness  (w.  1-3).  In  this  first  chap¬ 
ter  John  reveals  the  source,  sub¬ 
ject,  and  reason  for  writing  the 
book.  The  source  is  Jesus  Christ, 


the  subject  is  the  rev¬ 
elation  of  Jesus,  and 
the  reason  is  because 
the  time  is  near.  Jones 

The  call  to  be 
faithful  comes  in  verse  three  of 
this  passage.  It  is  in  the  form  of 
a  beatitude,  "Blessed  is  he  who 
reads  and  those  who  hear  the 
words  of  this  prophecy,  and 
keep  those  things  which  are 
written  in  it;  for  the  time  is 
near."  God  has  revealed  his 
word  to  us  and  calls  all  those 
who  hear  it  to  action.  The 
action  we  are  called  to  is  to  be 
faithful.  What  does  it  mean  to 
be  faithful?  Simply  what  verse 
three  says,  to  keep  or  obey  the 


truths  God  has  revealed 
through  his  word  and  live 
it.  Not  just  say  it  or 
preach  it,  but  live  it.  How 
are  we  to  live  it? 

The  Lord  redeems  us 
<w.  4-6).  One  way  we  are 
to  live  it  is  by  being  his 
representation  to  others. 
The  Lord  has  brought 
redemption  to  us  and  we 
are  to  be  faithful  by  repre¬ 
senting  him  to  others. 

Verses' five  and  six  read:  "To 
him  who  loved  us  and  washed 
us  from  our  sins  in  his  own 
blood,  and  has  made  us  kings 
and  priests  to  his  God  and 
Father."  This  is  redemption, 
saving  us  from  our  sins  by 
shedding  his  own  blood  and 
then  presenting  us  before  the 
Father  as  kings  and  priests.  As 
faithful  ones  who  nave  been 
redeemed  by  Christ,  we  are  to 
be  his  witness  in  the  world  so 


that  others  may  come  to  know 
this  redemption. 

The  Lord  is  coming  again 
(vv.  7-8).  Another  way  we  are  to 
live  it,  is  to  live  our  life  with  the 
confidence  that  Christ  will  one 
day  make  his  return.  John  dear¬ 
ly  announces  in  verse  seven 
that  Christ  will  be  coming  back 
"in  the  clouds"  and  "every  eye 
will  see  him." 

Our  call  is  to  live  in  die  confi¬ 
dence  that  Christ  is  returning.  It 
is  a  victory  for  those  who  know 
him  and  have  been  faithful,  but 
for  those  who  have  ignored  him 
that  day  will  be  a  day  of  distress. 
This  brings  an  added  dimension 
to  our  faithful  living.  We  are  not 
to  be  comfortable  in  our  victory 
knowing  the  Lord  will  return, 
instead  we  are  to  be  urgently 
telling  others  this  truth,  so  they 
will  know  and  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  accept  him. 

The  Lord  is  worthy  (w.  12- 


18).  In  these  verses  John  paints  a 
picture  using  symbolic  imagery. 
He  paints  a  picture  of  Christ  m 
all  his  majesty.  It  is  this  majesty 
which  reveals  another  way  we 
are  to  live  the  faithful  life.  That  is, 
as  faithful  servants,  we  are  to  rec¬ 
ognize  that  we  serve  a  majestic 
God,  one  who  is  exalted,  one 
who  is  alive  and  not  dead.  He's 
die  one  in  whom  peace  and  hope 
can  be  found.  It  is  because  of  this 
he  is  worthy  to  be  praised. 

In  this  first  chapter  John  is 
addressing  the  "seven  churches 
which  are  in  Asia."  It  is  a  call 
for  our  churches  to  be  faithful. 
How  can  our  churches  be  faith¬ 
ful?  It  begins  with  the  individu¬ 
als  which  make  up  the  church. 
It  begins  with  us.  God  is  calling 
us  to  be  faithful.  How  will  you 
answer  that  call? 

Jones  is  associate  pastor/youth 
minister  at  Monticello  Church, 
Monticello. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Developing  confidence 

1  John  5:13-21 


Carl  M.  White 


Someone  once  said  that  con¬ 
fidence  is  that  quiet  feeling  of 
assurance  you  have  just  before 
you  fall  flat  on  your  face.  In  real¬ 
ity,  confidence  is  one  of  the 
blessings  of  the  Christian  life 
that  comes  through  the  study  of 
God's  Word.  Goers  desire  for  us 
is  that  we  have  confidence,  and 
this  confidence  comes  from  cer¬ 
tain  truths  that  we  can  know. 

Assurance  of  eternal  life. 
Verse  13  of  today's  lesson  is  the 
thesis  statement  of  1  John.  He 
wrote  this  letter  so  the  readers 
might  gain  the  assurance  of 
eternal  fife. 

It  was,  first  of  all,  written  to 
believers.  A  Christian  college 
professor  was  lecturing  once  cm 


the  assurances  found 
in  die  Bible.  An  unbe¬ 
lieving  student  stood 
up  ana  declared  that  he 


White 


had  read  die  Bible  from  cover  to 
cover  and  found  no  such  assur¬ 
ances.  To  this  the  professor 
replied,  "Young  man,  the  Bible  is 
God's  love  letter  to  his  children. 
That' s  what  you  get  for  reading 
somebody  else's  mail." 

Throughout  1  John,  the 
apostle  outlines  the  way  a  child 
of  God  should  live.  This 
includes:  the  renunciation  of 
sin;  obedience  to  the  love  com¬ 
mand;  rejection  of  worldliness; 
and  the  maintenance  of  faith. 
These  are  the  kinds  of  things, 
John  says,  that  give  evidence  of 
salvation  and  bring  assurance 
of  eternal  life. 


Assurance  of  prayer 
(w.  15-17).  The  second 
assurance  is  related  to 
prayer.  Verse  15  is  a  spe¬ 
cial  promise,  that  our 
Father  in  heaven  hears 
our  prayers,  and 
responds  to  our  prayers. 

Taken  out  of  context, 
this  text  could  be  used  to 
te  support  the  "name  it, 
claim  it"  theology  that  is 
found  in  some  circles  today. 
However,  the  broader  context 
of  scripture  makes  clear  that  a 
close  relationship  with  God  is 
not  a  blank  check  for  anything 
we  desire.  Even  the  best 
prayers  by  the  best  people 
sometimes  are  answered  "no!" 
For  example,  consider  Jesus' 
heart-felt  request  in  the  Garden 
of  Gethsemane.  His  request 
was  outside  of  the  will  of  the 
Father,  and  the  answer  was  no. 

John  takes  a  bit  of  a  diver¬ 
sion  in  verse  16  and  17,  com¬ 
menting  about  a  sin  unto  death 
and  a  sin  not  unto  death.  Some 
commentators  interpret  this  in 


light  of  teachings  found  in 
Jewish  literature  about  sins  that 
lead  to  physical  death.  This 
means  a  sin  that  is  detected  or 
revealed  by  a  fatal  illness.  Aids 
could  be  an  example. 

Other  interpreters  say  this 
passage  is  about  spiritual 
death,  not  physical  death. 
Thus,  John  is  warning  believers 
about  two  things.  First,  even 
believers  still  sin,  but  there  is 
hope  for  the-  believer  in  sin, 
thus  they  should  pray  for  one 
another.  Second,  unbelievers 
have  committed  the  unpardon¬ 
able  sin.  He  does  not  recom¬ 
mend  prayer  for  them.  This  is  a 
difficult  passage  that  requires 
careful  interpretation. 

Assurance  of  protection. 
Verse  18  is  the  first  of  three 
verses  that  begin  with  the  state¬ 
ment  "we  know."  We  can  know 
with  confidence  that  God  will 
protect  his  children  from  the 
evil  one.  Surely  the  statement 
"no  one  who  is  bom  of  God 
sins,"  is  in  reference  to  the  ear¬ 
lier  discussion  about  a  sin  lead¬ 


ing  to  death.  Believers  can  still 
sin,  but  not  the  unpardonable 
sin. 

Assurance  of  position  (v. 
19).  Not  only  are  we  assured  of 
God  protection,  we  are  assured 
of  our  position  with  God.  John 
says  we  are  "of"  God,  meaning 
that  in  Christ  we  partake  in  the 
revelation  of  God.  Our  position 
is  secure  with  God,  even  while 
the  rest  of  the  world  lies  under 
the  influence  of  the  evil  one. 

Assurance  of  understand¬ 
ing  (w.  20-21).  Our  relationship 
with  God  through  Christ  gives 
us  an  understanding  that  can¬ 
not  be  gained  through  educa¬ 
tion  or  books.  This  understand¬ 
ing  is  all  tied  up  in  the  simple 
truth  that  God  was  in  Christ 
Jesus  reconciling  the  world  to 
himself.  Because  of  this  truth, 
John  ends  with  a  warning: 
guard  yourself  from  idols. 

Don't  let  your  confidence  in 
Christ  cause  you  to  drop  your 
guard. 

White  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Guidance  of  the  Word 


Matthew  21:1-13 


A  boy  asked  the  pilot  of  a  Guidance  in 
large  jetliner,  "How  ao  you  fly  prophecy  (w.  1-7).  Jones 
that  airplane  in  the  dark?  How  This  incident,  which 
do  you  know  were  to  go?"  With  occurred  on  Sunday,  marked  < 
a  twinkle  in  his  eye,  die  pilot  the  beginning  of  the  final  week  1 
explained,  "Well,  there  is  a  light  of  Jesus'  life.  Usually  called  the  t 
on  the  left  wing,  a  light  on  me  "triumphal  entry,"  die  incident  i 
right  wing,  and  a  light  on  the  began  with  Jesus  sending  two  1 
tail.  What  I  try  to  do  is  keep  the  of  nis  disciples  to  get  donkeys  I 
plane  between  those  lights."  He  told  these  disciples  that 

One  of  the  major  questions  they  would  find  a  donkey  with  i 
uiat  we  face  in  life  is  how  to  its  colt  tied.  The  disciples  were  f 
find  our  way  in  a  dark  world,  to  untie  die  donkeys  and  bring  c 
What  can  rive  us  a  sense  of  them  to  Jesus.  Jesus  said  that  8  t 


boy  as) 
jetliner. 


quoted  three  differ¬ 
ent  times. 

Guidance  in 


find  our  way  in  a  dark  world. 
What  can  give  us  a  sense  of 
direction?  What  can  provide 
us  guidance?  One  of  our  most 
dependable  guidance  systems 
is  the  Word  of  God.  We  see 
that  illustrated  in  this  passage 
where  the  Word  of  God  is 


to  untie  the  donkeys  and  bring 
them  to  Jesus.  Jesus  said  that  8 
any  one  asked  them  about 
their  getting  die  donkeys  they 
were  to  say,  "The  Lord  hath 
need  of  them." 

In  making  detailed  plans  for 
his  entrance  into  Jerusalem, 


Jesus  showed  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  fulfill  the 
prophecy  of  Zechariah 
9:9  which  prophesied 
that  the  Messiah  would 
come  riding  upon  the 
colt  of  a  donkey.  By 
doing  this,  Jesus  want¬ 
ed  to  help  the  people 
see  that  he  was  the 
Messiah. 

When  the  disciples 
did  as  Jesus  commanded,  they 
found  die  donkeys  and  brought 
them  to  Jesus.  The  ancient 
words  of  prophecy  were  literal¬ 
ly  fulfilled  when  they  obeyed 
Jesus'  instructions. 

When  I  was  growing  up,  my 
mother  faithfully  read,  "Hints 
from  Heloise."  This  column 
offered  hints  about  how  to  do 
diings  more  efficiently  around 
the  nouse.  Whenever  I  saw 
nylon  netting  somewhere  in  the 
house,  I  knew  that  Mom  had 
been  reading  "Hints  from 
Heloise"  again.  The  Bible  is  not 
a  book  of  hints  about  how  to 


live  life.  It  is  a  book  of  pointed 
instructions  and  life-changing 
insights.  We  need  to  trust  and 
to  obey  the  Word  of  God. 

Guidance  in  praise  (w.  8- 
11).  As  Jesus  came  riding  the 
donkey  into  Jerusalem,  a  great 
crowd  went  before  him  prepar¬ 
ing  the  way.  They  "pavecr  the 
road  with  their  cloaks  and  with 
tree  branches.  The  crowds  also 
shouted,  their  praise  to  Jesus  as 
he  passed  by.  The  words  that 
they  shouted  came  freon  Psalm 
118:26.  They  were  part  of  the 
great  praise  that  was  sung  to 
God  at  Passover  season. 

Offering  praise  to  God  is  one 
of  our  duties  and  privileges. 


We  can  sing  those  songs  as  well 
as  read  passages  of  praise  from 
the  Bible.  These  can  guide  us  in 
ourpraise  of  God. 

Guidance  in  lifestyles  (w. 
12-13).  Soon  the  excitement  of 
the  triumphal  entry  was  over. 
On  the  next  day,  Jesus  and  his 


disciples  went  to  the  temple  in 
Jerusalem.  When  they  toured 
the  temple  area,  they  saw  file 
merchants  who  had  set  up  shop 
in  the  temple  coilrtyanf  Here 
they  sold  animals  and 
exchanged  coins  that  could  be 
used  in  temple  worship.  In 
every  exchange  and  sale,  they 
made  an  excessive  profit. 

Jesus  used  Scripture  to  con¬ 
demn  them.  He  used  Isaiah 
56:7  to  declare  that  God  wanted 
his  house  to  be  called  "the 
house  of  prayer."  He  used 
Jeremiah  7:il  to  declare  that  the 
temple  had  become  "a  den  of 
thieves."  God's  Word  corrects 
our  lifestyles  and  calls  us  to 
deeper  dedication. 

It's  been  said  that  the  prob¬ 
lem  with  most  books  is  that  the 
covers  are  too  far  apart » Not  so 
with  the  Bible.  It  is  a  sacred 
book,  and  on  every  page  we 
can  find  the  guidance  that  we 
need  for  life. 

Jones  is  pastor  cf  First  Church, 
Booneville. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
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Lynch)  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  West 

Mr.  J.  Ed  TViraer  Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill  Lynch) 

Lynch)  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Vic  West 

Mr.  James  E.  Turner  Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill  Lynch) 

Lynch)  Mr.  Charles  T.  West 

Mrs.  Erin  Turpin  Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill 

Mrs.  Mary  Reese  Lynch) 

Mr.  Turner  Varcoe  Ms.  Peggy  T.  Wheeler 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill  Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill 
Lynch)  Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Varner  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  Whinery 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill  Dr.  H.  D.  Posey 
Lynch)  Boyd  White 

Mbs  Mary  Edith  Waggoner  Ms.  Charlotte  P.  Ashley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rice  H.  Maddox  Mrs.  Tricia  White 
Mrs.  Lodena  Waggoner  Kirk  G.  Taylor 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rice  H.  Maddox  Mr.  Aven  Whittington 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  Waldon  Mrs.  Shirley  Clark 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Wiggs 
Lynch)  Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Walker  Lynch) 

Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill  Mr.  Walter  D.  Willson 

Lynch)  Cindy  H.  Shackleford  (Merrill 

Rev.  John  L.  Walker  A  Family  Lynch) 

Mrs.  Helen  Daves  A  Family  Anna  Mae  Williams 

Rev.  Stephen  Walker  A  Family  Alathean  SSC.  FBC-Collins 
Mrs  Helen  Daves  A  Family  Terry  Wills 
Mrs.  Ann  Walker  Faith  Baptist  Church 

Friendship  SSC,  FBC-Roiling  Keiy  A  Lynn  Wilson 
Fork  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  J.  Zimpfer 

Mrs.  Irene  S.  Wallis  Rev.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Winders 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Neal  Wallis  Mr.  A  Mb.  Balfour  M.  Lipscomb 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  S.  Cronia 
Dr.  J.  F.  Vessell 
Sibyl  M.  Andrews 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W. 
Southerland 
Mrs.  M  ossie  Appleton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Johnny  Towety  Jr. 
Dr.  George  Archer 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Allen  W.  Clark  H 
Mrs.  Ida  Ard 
Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Pace 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Rogers 
Stephen  Arrindale 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  G. 
Underwood 

Mrs.  Hazel  B.  Ashford 
Frances  A  Rich  Defen baugh 
Charks  E.  Askew 
Ms.  Martha  E.  Shoe  make 
Bertha  AtUaon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Phillip  Hilton 
George  Ayers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  L.  Barber 
Mrs.  Edna  Bagwell 
Old  Oak  Grove  BC 
Grady  O.  Baker 
The  Luther  Cumming  s  Family 
Mr.  M.  A.  Baker 
Mr.  R.  J.  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Ms.  Juriine  Steed 
Mrs.  Nora  Barber 
Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 


Willie  H.  Mullins 
Eddie  Garland  Barnhill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Travis  Palmer 
John  Barr 
Mary  Conley 
Michael  A  Haley  Guest 
Tom  A  Phyllis  Kennedy 
Mitch  A  Amber  Thompson 
Harmon  Barron 
Sam  A  Marjorie  Carter 
Dolly  Cain  Davb  Barry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  L.  Pettigrew 
Mr.  Jama  Beard 
Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 


VMaa  Biddy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Morris 
Mr.  Gene  BidwriL  Sr. 

Mrs.  Fannye  Pollan 
Keith  Bilk 

M/M  Cliff  Thach,  Clifton  A 
Thy  lor 

Mrs.  Bernice  Bishop 

Fidelis  SSC,  E  Mt.  Zion  BC- 
Baldwyn 

Mrs.  Annie  Black 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  Ward 
Mr.  Cecil  D.  Blackledge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Poole 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Black  welder 
Mrs.  Helen  Daves  A  Family 
Eddie  Blailock 
Mis.  Gladys  D.  McMullen 
Mrs.  Trncil  Blakely 
Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Alma  Blankingship 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Mr.  Robert  “Bob”  A.  Boland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  K.  Woods 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  H.  Barber 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Oakman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herbert  W.  Sebnan 
Susan  Sclman 
John  Bolen 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stanley  Downs 
Jane  Ellen  Bolin 
Bill  Brister 
Irene  L.  Brister 
Susan  Morrison 
Frank  Bolling 
Mr.  James  W.  Boozer 
Mrs.  Evelyn  P.  Bond 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Natie  P.  Caraway 
Mrs.  Lucille  Boone 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair 
Joseph  Bounds 
Ms.  Brenda  R.  Wagner 
Mbs  Stacy  Bradford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  Little 
LennJe  A  Melvin  Bradshaw 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edward  R.  Barlow 
Mr.  Jama  F.  Brady 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billie  J.  Lofton 
Steve,  Lynn  A  Stephannie  Jellenc 
Bent,  Karen,  Katie  A  Jarrod 
Moulds 
Shirley  Pace 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jeremy  Flint 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Owen  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  F.  Peery 
Mrs.  Rita  Brandon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Oakman 
W.K.  ‘Dub’  Brewer 
Carol  A  Bill  Miller 
D.  C.  Bridges 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lindsay  B.  Lampton 

Mr.  Joe  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Oakman 
Mrs.  Ina  Bell  Benson  Brown 
Mrs.  MenC.  Hall 
Nolan  Brown 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Bevil 
Karen  Brnmmett 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  H.  Brnmmett 
Dorothy  Buchanan 
Ms.  Dorothy  M.  Owen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  T.  White 
Mrs.  Eunice  Burrow 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Robert  J.  Glaze 
Mr.  BiMy  A.  Burt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Byrd 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Bass 
Orville  Byrd 
Mrs.  Orville  Byrd 
Rosie  Byrd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Emery  Bennett 
Erma  Burt 
Audrey  Dear 
Jean  Stepp 
Janet  Bryant 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glenn  Miles 
Eddie  Byron 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Albeit  E.  Keahey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Forrest  Bass 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Bass 
Robert  Cade 
Adult  SSC,  Unity  BC  West 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Joe  D.  Alexander 
John  L.  Carlisle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  C. 

Mitchener 

Mrs.  Joyce  Carlisle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  D.  Cruise 
Edna  Boone  Carpenter 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Chwks  L.  Shelton 
Edwin  B.  Carpenter 
Mrs.  Virginia  B.  Carpenter 
Later  Carr 
Ms.  Alice  F.  Herbison 
Mrs.  Sara  CM  and  Carr 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  L.  Moore 
Fred  Carta 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Hembree  Brandon 


Johnny  Cash 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilburn  J. 
Bowles 

Mrs.  Emma  Causey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  D.  Cruise 
Alonzo  Chadwick 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Coil 
Freddie  Chancellor 
Thirteenth  Avenue  Pharmacy 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Knight 
Mr.  Jama  Chancellor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leon  Clark 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  M.  Howell 
Mr.  Claude  Clark 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Samuel  R.  Lee 
William  Byron  Clark 
Mrs.  Howard  Ray 
Mrs.  Christine  Cline 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Buford  Berry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Holmes  Cochran 
Mr  Craig  A  Mrs  Anna  (Majure) 
Royston 

Mr.  Lewyl  Cockerham 
The  Moriey  Group,  Inc. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Barlow 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  P.  W.  Bolls 
Mrs.  Elsie  Cockerham 
Mrs.  Wtlda  C.  Coltrin 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Jerry  Deriaux 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Raydon  Flenniken 
Nettie  C.  Martin 
Mary  F.  Moore 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Moore 
Nell  Penix 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Spell 
Ann  M.  Weill 
Mrs.  Helen  M.  Cannon 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  D.  Hendricks 
Mickey  Lambert 
Ducky  Robertson 
Harry  L.  Cole 
Mrs.  Harry  L.  Cole 
Beulah  Coleman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hembree  Brandon 
Mrs.  Gladys  Coleman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Seth  P.  Ball 
Mrs.  Ida  Mildred  Comfort 
Pine  Bluff  Masonic  Lodge  No. 
428 

Copiah  Bank.  N.A. 

Ms.  Franca  H.  Hood 
Edwin  Earl  A  Frank  Hood 
Families 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Billy  Mangold 
Mr.  Robert  Lee  Compere,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Buford  Berry 
Annie  Peart  A  Patricia  Triplett 
Roy  Dean  Cooke 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bennie  Martin 
Billy  Cooky 
Joe  A  Betty  Horton 
Mrs.  Abby  Cox 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  J. 

Chandler 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  D.  Griffin 

Mr.  Randall  Craft 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  J.  Skelton 

Mr.  Jack  Craven 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Mangum 
Mrs.  Irene  Creel 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  M.  Smiley 
Mrs.  Jewel  Crenshaw 
Johnny  A  Barbara  Gibson 
Kevin  CrockreB 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Harper 
Mrs.  Inez  Cronia 
Mr.  Edwin  M.  Speyerer 
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Mrs.  Deask  Croas 

Ruth  SSC,  FBC-Tupelo 
Billy  Crake 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  D.  Cruise 
Mrs.  Culpepper 
Mrs.  Bill  Clark 
Ruth  Cummings 
Deer  Creek  BC 
Mrs.  Stella  Ford  Currie 
Mrs.  Joe  E.  Graham 
Lillian  A  Riky  Dabbs 
Mrs.  Louie  Myatt 
Sam  E.  Dalton,  Jr, 

Ms.  Marie  C.  Maxey 
Franca,  Rich  A  Grace 
Defenbaugh 
M.  E.  Daves,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Helen  Daves.  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  M.  E.  Daves,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Helen  Daves  A  Family 
W.  C.  Dava 

Mrs.  Helen  Daves  A  Family 

Emmett  Davb 
Mildred  A  Jama  Travis 
Mr.  William  Bush  Davb 
Robert  A  Sue  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Agna  B.  Davb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  W. 
Russum 

Mrs.  Freida  Davb 
John  Harpole  Family 
Nina  Y.  Davb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  M.  Horton 
Sidney  A  Neddie  Davb 
Ms.  Jean  Cockrell 
Mr.  Frank  R.  Day 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robot  W.  King 
Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Paul  Ashley  Dean 
Ms.  Shelia  Dean 
Dudky  S.  Denison 
Mis.  Edwin  B.  King 
Paw  Paw  Dickerson 
Mr.  A  Mis.  M.  D.  Whitfield 
Arva  Dttworth 
Ms.  Marcia  Glisson 
Will  Dodds 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wilkins  Lee  Jr. 
Mrs.  Joe  Dok 
Mis.  Virginia  C.  Quarks 
Mr.  Carl  Smith  Draughn 
Mis.  Inez  Hoff 
Mis.  Joanna  Hearn 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Malcolm  Wilkinson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  D.  Cruise 
Mrs.  Margie  West 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Duckworth 
Mrs.  Ruth  H.  Biggers 
N  A  R  F  E 

Bibfc  Study  Friends  SSC. 
Liberty 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Conner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charks  Hazlewood 
Mrs.  Myra  Van  Norman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Vigneault 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  Blalock 
Bert.  Aubrey.  Melvin  A  Merrill 
Blalock  A  Families 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  F.  Badon 
Edna  T.  A.  Drummond 
Ms.  Peggy  D.  Burgess 
Mrs.  Lots  Duka 
Ms.  Tens  Bass 


Mrs.  Bobbie  McDowell 

Millard  Dunam 

First  Baptist  Church 


Mrs.  Annk  Dnrr 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  I  amir  in 
Mrs.  Janet  Dnthu 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  Lamkin 
LiNma  Reid  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truman  Aldridge - 
Roy  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Gelston 
C.  N.  Egger,  Jr. 

Mrs.  C.  N.  Egger  Jr. 

Mrs.  Hazd  Eld  ridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Chester  N. 
Herrington 
Mr.  John  EMb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Oakman 
Mr.  Herchefi  Erwmg 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Edward  V.  Earner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charks  W.  Farrior 
Mrs.  Martha  Few 
Ray  A  Sue  Busby 
Mrs.  Myrtis  Fife 
Siloam  BC 
Donna  Fisher 
Carol  A  BUI  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Robert  D.  Peters 
Douglas  Floyd 

Adult  n  Co-Ed  m,  N  Oxford  BC 

Sam  Floyd 

Don  A  Margaret  McNcece 
Mrs.  Zekne  Flynn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Allman 
Mark  Faudreu 
Ms.  Deborah  F.  Hatmaker 
Mr.  Cecil  Forbus 
Mrs.  Bessie  T.  Parish 
Mrs.  Oktha  Forrester 
PhebaBC 

Forest  Mariya  Fortenberry 
Ready  SSC.  Bunker  Hill  BC 
Columbia 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  E.  Fortenberry 
Mis.  Annette  M.  Fortenberry 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Chester  Gcmuny 
Tony  Fratesi 

Sylvia  B.  Carpenter.  Bob  A 
Sarah 

Paul  A  Jo  Helen  Watson 
Herman  Frazier 
Essie  Summers 
Brenda  Williams 
Mrs.  Loretta  Fry 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Virgil  L.  Barlow  Jr. 
BIN  G  afford 
Ms  Angel  Gafford 
Jacob  A  Lake  Gambal 
Koloia  Springs  BC 
Mrs.  Dot  Griffin 
Johnny  A  Barbara  Gibson 
Mike  Cam  Min 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Peney 
Mrs.  Lonke  Gammons 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  Lamkin 
Arant  Mutt  Garrard 
Mr.  Charks  Warren 
Mrs.  Jean  Garrett 
Fidelis  SSC,  E  Mt.  Zion  BC 
Baldwyn 
Ovett*  Caiman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W. 

Southerland 
Darryl  D.  Giksoa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernes!  Cropp 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Demetns  Gibson 
Mrs.  Nora  Gibson 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Ingram 


mr 


Members  of  Holcbmb  Baptist  Church  donated  two  calves  to  the  you 
people  of  Farrow  Manor  campus.  They  also  provided  the  initial  feed  ana 
medical  necessities  for  the  animals'  upkeep.  The  purpose  of  the  donation 
was  for  the  young  people  on  campus  to  raise  the  calves  and  show  them  at 
market.  All  proceeds  will  be  put  in  a  fund  to  start  another  similar  project. 


Southwestern  conducts  first-ever  'Roll  Call' 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  A  presi¬ 
dent,  a  dean,  and  students  have  been  called 
martyrs.  Some  after  a  lifetime  of  ministry. 
Some  in  the  midst  of  it.  Some  only  at  the 
beginning.  One  hundred  fifty-three  in  all. 
Each  for  a  moment  remembered  by  family, 
friends,  colleagues,  and  the  generation  of 


LIGHTING  A  MEMORY  — 

Beverly  Lea  (left),  widow  of 
Tommy  Lea,  dean  of  the  School 
of  Theology,  lights  a  commem¬ 
orative  candle  during  a  memo¬ 
rial  service  Friday,  Jan.  21  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  honor¬ 
ing  Southwestern  alumni  who 
died  in  the  past  year.  Jay  Collier, 
r  president  of  the  Theological 
Fellowship,  looks  on.  Lea  died 
July  2,  1999,  after  a  four-and- 
one-half-year  battle  with  can¬ 
cer.  During  the  service,  the 
names  of  those  who  died  were 
read  by  the  deans  of  the  three 
schools  of  the  seminary.  (BP 
photo  by  Bryhn  Murley) 


Christian  men  and  women  who  have  been 
called  to  stand  in  the  gap. 

Honoring  those  who  have  entered  the 
great  cloud  of  witnesses.  Southwestern 
Seminary  held  its  first-ever  "Roll  Call,"  a 
commemoration  service  for  alumni  and 
students  of  the  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  seminary 
who  died  last  year. 

Those  who  were  honored  at  foe  Jan.  21 
service  represented  ministry  that  spanned 
seven  decades  and  reached  around  foe 
world.  The  names  of  all  153  were  read  by 
the  deans  of  each  school.  After  each  dean 
completed  foe  list  for  his  school,  foe  semi¬ 
nary's  bell  tolled  seven  times. 

The  names  included  the  three  who  were 
murdered  at  Wedgwood  Church  Sept.  15, 
Shawn  C.  Brown,  Sydney  R.  Browning, 
and  Kimberly  S.  Jones.  The  names  also 
included  Robert  E.  Naylor,  president 
emeritus,  and  Thomas  D.  Lea,  dean  of  foe 
school  of  theology. 

Prior  to  foe  reading  of  foe  names.  Lea's 
widow,  Beverly,  lit  a  remembrance  candle 
on  foe  stage  in  Truett  Auditorium. 

Acknowledging  that  most  of  foe  names 
were  unfamiliar  to  foe  people  who  attended 
the  service.  Southwestern  President  Kenneth 
S.  Hemphill  asked,  "Why  do  they  draw  us?" 

"I  suppose  it's  because  we  remember 
them  and  we  are  encouraged,"  he  said. 

^Hemphill  spoke  briefly  on  Hebrews 
12:1-3,  noting  the  roll  call  of  faith  in  foe 
previous  chapter  that  included  well- 
known  people  of  faith  and  "foe  lesser- 


knowns"  —  unnamed  prophets,  women 
"who  receive  back  their  dead  by  resurrec¬ 
tion"  and  victims  of  torture,  persecution, 
and  harassment. 

"You  might  wonder  why  at  this  point  in 
biblical  revelation  foe  author  would 
include  such  a  list,"  Hemphill  said.  "There 
are  those  who  suspect  that  the  author  knew 
that  foe  New  Testament  church  would 
soon  be  facing  its  own  persecution  and 
wanted  to  encourage  and  to  raise  up  a  new 
generation  of  heroes. 

"Where  are  foe  heroes  of  today?  Where 
are  those  who  will  stand  in  foe  gap,  stand 
for  righteousness  in  a  society  that  has  less 
room  for  it,  stand  for  truth  when  pluralism 
and  syncretism  are  foe  words  of  today?" 
Hemphill  challenged. 

Noting  foe  use  of  a  stadium  scene  in 
Hebrews  12,  Hemphill  said  foe  witnesses 
in  foe  stands  are  not  mere  spectators,  but 
former  participants  "who  ran  well  and  did 
well  in  their  own  day"  and  are  now  cheer¬ 
ing  on  foe  participants  of  today. 

"Why  aid  we  come  to  remember?" 
Hemphill  asked  again.  "Not  only  to  pay 
our  respects  to  those  who  have  gone  before 
but  also  to  be  reminded  that  foe  task  is  now 
ours,  foe  baton  has  been  passed." 

Hemphill  reminded  foe  faculty,  staff 
and  students  that  the  passage  directs 
Christians  to  "lay  aside  encumbrances,"  to 
be  "ruthless"  in  dealing  with  one's  own 
"besetting  sin,"  to  run  with  endurance, 
and  to  focus  on  Jesus. 


U.S.  continuing  shift  from  traditional  families 
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TMU  FNLHMQ  NL 
AJWWJU  ’  ;WSEG  UKANJt; 
EGH  EZZ  WSJ  WSNGRL 
WSEW  QEV  AJ  HJLNUJH 
EUJ  GMW  WM  AJ 
DMQOEUJH  WM  NW. 

OUMPJUAL  JNRSW:  JZJPJG 
Clue:  A  =  B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Third  John  Eleven. 


CHICAGO  (ABP)  —  The 
American  family  is  moving 
away  from  foe  traditional  model 
of  a  stay-at-home  mother  and 
working  father  with  children, 
according  to  a  recent  survey. 

Dual-income  and  single-par¬ 
ent  families  are  replacing  foe 
"Ozzie-and-Harriet  family," 
said  Tom  Smith,  author  of  "The 
Emerging  21st  Century 
American  Family,"  a  report  by 
foe  National  Opinion  Research 
Center  at  foe  University  of 
Chicago. 

Women  in  the  work  place, 
redefinition  of  the  roles  of  hus¬ 
bands  and  wives,  smaller  fami¬ 
lies  and  changing  mores  about 
marriage  ana  sex  are  "funda¬ 
mental  changes"  affecting 
American  families.  Smith  said. 

"Both  family  structure  and 
family  values  Have  been  chang¬ 
ing  and  as  a  result  of  these 
changes,  foe  American  family  is 
a  much-altered  institution," 
Smith  said. 

Among  foe  most  profound 
changes  taking  place  in  foe  last 
generation  are  foe  increased 
role  of  women  in  foe  work 
place  and  redefinition  of  gen¬ 
der  roles  by  married  couples, 
the  study  said. 

"Women  have  greatly 
increased  their  participation  in 
the  paid  labor  force  outside  foe 
home,"  the  study  said.  In  1960, 
42%  of  women  ages  25-64 
worked  outside  the  home.  That 
percentage  grew  to  49%  in 
1970,  59%  in  1980,  69%  in  1990 
and  71%  in  1995. 

Women  are  bringing  in  a 
greater  share  of  foe  family's 
income.  By  1994,  women  had 
higher  income  than  their  hus¬ 
bands  in  22%  of  dual-job  families. 


That  has  contributed  to  a 
change  in  gender  roles. 

"Among  foe  most  funda¬ 
mental  changes  affecting 
American  society  over  the  last 
generation  has  been  foe  redefi¬ 
nition  of  foe  roles  of  men  and 
women  and  husbands  and 
wives,"  foe  study  said. 


While  gender  roles  are 
becoming  less  traditional. 
Smith  said,  stay-at-home 
fathers  in  "Mr.  Mom"  house¬ 
holds  are  still  "a  rarity." 

The  acceptance  of  women  in 
politics  has  increased  substan¬ 
tially  over  foe  last  25  years.  In 
1972,  74%  of  foe  population 


said  they  would  vote  a  woman 
into  presidency  and  in  1998, 
94%  accepted  female  candi¬ 
dates,  according  to  foe  report. 

Declining  marriage  and 
childbirth  rates  will  mean 
fewer  households  will  contain 
children  in  foe  future.  Smith 
predicted. 
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After  five  years  of  marriage, 
I'm  convinced  I  don't  love  my 
wife  and  never  did.  How  do  I  get 
out  of  this  mess? 

You  can't  get  out  of  this 
mess,  according  to  foe  Bible. 
You  made  a  vow  before  God. 
She  may  not  be  foe  woman 
you  thought  she  was,  but 
unless  she  leaves  or  commits 
adultery  there  is  no  scriptural 
way  you  can  leave  her.  If  your 
wife  is  not  a  Christian  and  she 
chooses  to  leave,  then  she  can 
make  that  choice  —  but  as  a 
Christian  you  are  to  love  her  as 
Christ  loved  the  church  and 

gve  himself  for  her.  People  are 
iving  marriages  for  the  rea¬ 
son  you  cite,  but  that  does  not 
make  it  right  Not  everyone 
agrees  with  this  position,  but 
the  Bible  clearly  states  that  just 
because  a  person  does  not  love 
his  or  her  spouse  is  no  reason 
to  seek  a  divorce  (Matt  5:32). 


You  and  your  wife  should  seek 
Christian  counseling,  and  you 
should  find  some  Christian 
men  to  pray  with  you.  Read 
some  of  the  excellent  books  on 
this  subject  available  at 
Christian  Dooks  tores.  Look  for 
the  qualities  in  your  wife  that 
you  appreciate  and  this  will 
help  stop  foe  irritants  from  get-' 
ting  under  your  skin.  Fight  foe 
good  fight;  it's  all  about  finish¬ 
ing  strong,  not  what  feels  good 
at  the  moment. 

My  wife's  job  is  her  lover.  I 
endure  many  lonely  nights 
because  she's  always  working. 
How  can  I  convince  her  to  give 
me  a  little  of  her  attention  ? 

First,  don't  consider  your¬ 
self  in  competition  with  her 
job.  Praise  her  for  foe  good 
work  she  is  doing,  but  let  her 
also  see  what  she  is  missing 
when  she  is  not  with  you.  Let 


her  know  that  you  want  her 
attention  and  try  to  put  things 
on  her  calendar  that  include 
both  of  you.  Look  for  ways  to 
let  her  know  how  special  she  is 
to  you.  For  some  reason,  she  is 
finding  her  self-worth  in  her 
job,  creating  a  dynamic  tension 
that  will  provide  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  her  to  be  pulled 
between  foe  marriage  and  her 
job.  She  may  have  lost  her 
desire  to  be  with  you.  Think  of 
the  times  foe  two  of  you  made 
your  marriage  foe  main  priori¬ 
ty.  Replay  those  instances  and 
then  look  for  ways  to  recreate 
them.  Realize  that  this  will  not 
happen  after  one  or  two 
efforts,  but  will  need  to  be 
done  for  several  months.  Pray 
for  insight,  and  listen  carefully 
to  your  wife  for  ways  to  pray 
for  her  and  to  come  alongside 
her  in  her  struggles.  Be  her 
encourager  and  support  her  in 
this  difficult  time. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  Lift  Answers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief. 
Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


The  Baptist  Record 


February  3, 2000 


